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Y ou’ve read the book. You’ve seen the movie. 
Now is your chance to see John Grisham’s novel 

A Time to Kill from another perspective as TCT pre-

sents Rupert Holmes’ stage adaptation of this com-
pelling story set in 1980’s Mississippi in the midst of 
struggles with racial, economic and social disparities.  
     Just like the book and the movie, the stage pro-
duction tells the story of Carl Lee Hailey (Teon Sat-
terwhite), a simple, hard-working African American, 
who takes justice into his own hands when his ten-
year old daughter is savagely attacked by two white 
men, Billy Ray Cobb (Tanner Newman) and Pete 
Willard (Derek Russell).  
     Coming to Carl Lee’s rescue is attorney Jake Brig-
ance (Jonathan Martin) who believes in all the good-
ness in the world and wants to help mankind under-
stand that we all must live at peace with each other 
and put aside our prejudices in order to give our chil-
dren a better place to live. 
     On the other side of the courtroom is District Attor-
ney Rufus Buckley (John Carroll) whose main aspi-
ration is to garner the keys to the Governor’s man-
sion. He uses the trial to proclaim his assurance of 
justice and fairness for all of the citizens of the Great 
State of Mississippi. Helping him is Assistant District 

Attorney D. R. Musgrove (Ben Childers) and Ellen 
Roark (Maddie Ludt), a young Ole Miss law student 
originally from Boston. However, Ellen has other 
plans for her participation in this dynamic trial. 
     Overseeing all of the activity in the courtroom and 
trying to maintain order both in and out of the court-
room are Judge Omar Noose (Danny McKenzie), 
Sheriff Ozzie Walls (Antonio Vance), Bailiff Vernon 
Pate (Justin Pittman), Court Reporter Norma Gallo 
(Genna McAlpin) and Deputy Looney (Dave Daw-
son). They are joined in the trial by witnesses Cora 
Cobb (Debra Byrd), Billy Ray Cobb’s mother, Dr. Wil-
bert Rodeheaver (Mike Bruner), head of the state 
hospital at Whitfield, Dr. W. T. Bass (Julian Carroll), 
the “expert” witness for the defense and Lucien Wil-
banks (Glenn Nabors), Jake’s hard-drinking mentor.  

     Throw in redneck KKK member, Terrell Grist 
(Josh Sullivan), who attempts to bomb Jake’s home 
and you have an evening of suspense covering a roll-
er coaster of emotions. All of this is directed by Bob-
by Geno with assistant Liz Dawson. Set design and 
construction is under the guidance of Dave Dawson 
and Steve Miller with costumes coordinated by Debra 
Byrd and lights and sound directed by Mallory Da-
vidson and Maria Geno. 
     Join us on March 7-9 as we visit this dark time in 
the history of our state. We trust you will leave with a 
renewed confidence that the past is gone and many, 
many people have worked tirelessly to unite all peo-
ple and promote true 
racial harmony. 
      
     PLEASE BE 
AWARE THAT THIS 
SHOW DEALS WITH 
VERY ADULT SITUA-
TIONS AND DOES 
CONTAIN SOME 
ADULT AND RACIAL-
LY CHARGED  
LANGUAGE. 

 March 7-9, 2019 
7:30 p.m. 

March 9, 2019 
2:00 p.m. 

 

Sponsored by: 

TCT Presents 
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O ur entire community and TCT were both 
represented extremely well at the recent 

Mississippi Theatre Association Community 
Theatre Festival in Meridian. The Marvelous 
Wonderettes '58 was recognized as Runner-
up Best Play and two of the actresses, Lisa 
Ross and Emily Burleson, received Outstand-

ing Achievement in Acting awards.  

     The show was also recognized for Best 
Choreography (Suzanne Oakley and Meg 
Russell) and Best Costumes (Debra Byrd and 
Christi Houin). Mickey Gousset received 
third place in Solo Singing in the individual 

events.   

     Special thanks to Christi Houin for her leadership with this wonderful show. TCT has won or been runner-

up every year at MTA since 2012 and has received more than 80 awards through the years.   

     Two of TCT’s own continue to serve in leadership positions with the MTA. Tom Booth serves as treasurer 

and Bronwyn Teague, who now works for New Stage Theatre in Jackson, serves as secretary.   

     Thanks to MTA for another wonderful festival and convention.  

Recognition at MTA Festival 

Scholarship Opportunities 

T he holidays are over and it’s 
time for many families to 

start considering how they are 
going to pay for a college edu-
cation for their students graduat-
ing this spring. Let Tupelo Com-
munity Theatre help! TCT offers 
four $500 scholarship opportuni-

ties each year. 

¶ The Ruth Liveakos Scholar-
ship is offered to a graduat-
ing Tupelo High School student who has demon-
strated scholastic achievement and an aptitude 

for the dramatic arts. 

¶ The Martha Geddie Scholarship is awarded to a 
Mississippi college student majoring in speech, 

oral communications, drama, or related fields. 

¶ The B.J. Huddleston Art Scholarship recognizes 
a graduating Tupelo High School student who 
has demonstrated artistic ability, academic 

achievement, leadership, and good citizenship. 

¶ The Jess Mark Scholarship is given to a Missis-

sippi high school student who 

has been involved with TCT. 

     These scholarships are 
awarded in memory of former 
board members who gave thou-
sands of volunteer hours in the 
pursuit of quality theatre in 

northeast Mississippi.  

     The deadline for submitting 
applications for all scholarships 
is April 15, 2019. The applica-

tion form may be found at the TCT website at 

www.tct.ms. Recipients will be notified by June 1.  

     If you have questions concerning TCT's scholar-
ship programs, please call the Lyric office at 662-844

-1935.  

     TCT continues its mission is to stimulate, pro-
mote, teach, and develop interest in the dramatic 
arts through this very important educational out-
reach. Take advantage of these financial opportuni-
ties to further your education in the dramatic arts and 

related fields! 
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TCT 
201 North Broadway 
P.O. Box 1094 
Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-1935 
 

Visit us online at 
www.tct.ms 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Tom Booth 
1tct@bellsouth.net 

EMERITUS 

Jess Mark (1982-2008) 
Gene Murphey(1969-2016) 
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008) 
Edith Thomas (1969-2013) 
 

BOX OFFICE MANAGER 

Lisa Hall 
tctboxoffice@bellsouth.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lynn Nelson 

 

TCT PERSONNEL 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Auditions! Auditions! 
T upelo Community Theatre will hold auditions for The True Story of the Three 

Little Pigs by Robert Kauzlaric, Paul Gilvary, and William Rush on March 

25 and 26 at 6:00 p.m. at TCT Off Broadway—213 East Franklin Street.  

     There are two sides to every story, and when the Big, Bad Wolf takes the 
stand in Piggsylvania's Trial of the Century, he finally gets his say. But whether 
he'll get a fair trial in a corrupt piggy court is anyone's guess. Will the pigs' 
splashy puppet show make a puppet out of justice, or is the wolf's catchy song 
and dance about a sneeze gone wrong all razzle-dazzle? Enter the jury box and 
decide the fate of Big 'n' Bad in this musical adaptation of the hit children's 

book.   

     This youth cast includes those in grades 6 to 9. Everyone auditioning should 
be able to sing but no advance preparation is required. Marley Maharrey will di-

rect. Production dates for the show are May 16-18.   

      For more information, contact the director at msmaharrey@gmail.com or call 

the TCT office at 662-844-1935. 

Renee Baldwin 
Debra Byrd 
Tracie Conwill 
Bev Crossen 
Mallory Davidson 
Beth Frick 
Bobby Geno 
Tommy Green 
Jeff Houin 
Chris Hussey 
              

Johnathan Martin 
Meredith Martin 
Steve Miller 
Lynn Nelson 
Suzanne Oakley 
Rob Rice 
Debra Robison 
Rosemary Rutledge 
Charlie White 
Beverly Williams 
Judd Wilson 

Upgrades at TCT Off Broadway 
T he next time you visit TCT Off Broadway you may notice some 

improvements to the bathroom. (And yes, there is only one in 
the front of the theatre.) Thanks to the leadership of Becky Shaffer, 
a member of the TCTOB Advisory Committee, and the work of vol-
unteers Adam Massey and Kris Wells everything is looking shiny 
and new. Adam helped install a new sink and Kris painted the 

space. Becky both coordinated the plan and put the final touches on the 

project.  

     The completion of this project is an excellent example of the many volun-
teer opportunities at TCT. Even if you don’t want to act, sing or dance, or 
work backstage there are many ways to contribute to our organization’s suc-

cess! 

     Thanks to all for a job well done! 

mailto:msmaharrey@gmail.com
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Mark Your Calendars! 

M ark your calendars for these upcoming opportunities at TCT.  Don’t 
miss a single exciting moment! 

¶ March 7-9—A Time to Kill at the Lyric 

¶ March 25-26—Auditions for The True Story of the Three Little Pigs at 
TOB 

¶ April 15—Deadline for scholarship applications 

¶ April 25-27—The Addams Family at the Lyric 

¶ May 16-18—The True Story of the Three Little Pigs at TOB 

¶ June 27-29—The Little Mermaid Summer Youth 

¶ July 8-12—Theatre Camp 


