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T his year TCT's Christmas show is truly the best 
Christmas pageant ever! Magic happens on the 

Lyric stage December 7-9 as the worst kids ever 
transform a church’s traditional Christmas pageant 
into a wild, hilarious – and poignant – performance.  
     The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is based on 
the book by Barbara Robinson. We are taken 
through this delightful story by our narrator, Beth 
(Kate Burleson). Her mother, Grace (Lisa Ross) 
gets stuck with directing their church’s annual 
Christmas pageant because the customary busy-
body director, Mrs. Armstrong (Lorrie Heitger) is in 
the hospital with a broken leg. Grace’s husband, 
Bob (Josh Sullivan) is assigned the job of being 
Grace's assistant and their son, Charlie (Thomas 
Roper) is a very reluctant shepherd. 
     Lured by the promise of free snacks during Sun-
day School, the most inventively misbehaved chil-
dren ever – the Herdman siblings – show up for au-
ditions (Imogene-Kelby Horne, Ralph-Brice 
Stone, Leroy-Ethan Navarro, Claude-Taylor 

Brown, Ollie-Benji Ross, and Gladys-Anne 
Frances Atkinson). When they hustle their 
way into the lead roles in the pageant, hilarity 
and mayhem ensue.  
     Along the way we meet tattle tale Alice 
(Kaylee Heitger) and a host of other characters 
that help our story along, Maxine (Leigh Mi-
chael Cannon), Elmer Hopkins (George Bry-
an), Hobie (Liam Crownover), David (Eli 
Blair), Beverly (Mary Chapel Whitehead), 
Shirley (Anna Cash Sullivan), Juanita 
(Meghan Crownover), Doris (Anna Bishop 
Powell), Firemen (Matthew Messer, Ben Chil-
ders, Joseph Nichols), Shepherds (Tripp 
Riles, Henry Hardin, Mack Hardin),  Sheep 
(Meg Ross), Church ladies (Mrs. McCarthy-
Nichole Hardin, Mrs. Clark-Debra Byrd, Mrs. 
Clausing-Darlene Adams, Mrs. Slocum-Mary 
Ruth Umphers), Angels (Darby Gentry, Addie 

Grace Mask, Elianna Darby, Ella Frances Martin, 
Chandler Reese Brewer), Chorus (Scarlett Wil-
liams, Tory Fox, Bonnie Catherine Baldwin, 
Caleigh Elise Martin, Rachel Burleson, Zion 
Sims, Michaela Heitger, Jilli Grace Asa), Rever-
end Hopkins (Don Anderson).  
     Director Christi Houin is supported by her Assis-
tant Director (and sidekick) Jeffrey Houin. 
     The Best Christmas Pageant Ever is sure to turn 
the heart of Scrooge 
himself. Let this 
heart warming sto-
ry start  your holi-
day season off 
right.  
     Call the TCT 
office today at 662-
844-1935 to re-
serve your ticket. 
Don’t miss it! 

 
December 7-9, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 
December 9, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 
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TCT Tickets Make Great Gifts ! 

D on’t know what to get for the person who has everything?  Need ideas for perfect 

stocking stuffers?  Look no further than the TCT box office. Tickets to TCT produc-

tions might even make Scrooge smile!  Call the TCT office for prices. You can get a “mini-

season” ticket for the remaining shows in the season for as little as $50. Call the TCT of-

fice for more information! 

     Remaining shows in the season include: 

 The Last Train to Nibroc, a heart-warming romantic story taking the Lyric 

stage January 25-27, 2018 

 Blithe Spirit, brings love from the “other side” and is scheduled for March 8-10, 2018 

 Hello Dolly! caps the season with the story of famed matchmaker Dolly Levi on April 26-28, 2018 

 

Auditions for The Last Five Years 

T CT Off Broadway will hold auditions for The 

Last Five Years, music/book/lyrics by Jason 

Robert Brown, on Sunday November 26th at 3 

pm and Monday November 27th at 8 pm at 213 

East Franklin Street.  

     Jason Robert Brown's Drama Desk winner, 

The Last Five Years, was named one of TIME 

Magazine's ten best shows of 2001. A testament 

to the show's longevity, and spurred by the 

show's regional popularity, The Last Five Years 

enjoyed an Off-Broadway revival in 2013. A film adaptation was released in 2014, starring Anna Kendrick and 

Jeremy Jordan. 

     An emotionally powerful and intimate musical about two New Yorkers in their twenties who fall in and out 

of love over the course of five years, the show's unconventional structure consists of Cathy, the woman, tell-

ing her story backwards while Jamie, the man, tells his story chronologically; the two characters only meet 

once, at their wedding in the middle of the show. 

     Featuring a two-person cast, The Last Five Years is a great opportunity for actors with both range and 

stamina. Actors should prepare a Broadway song that demonstrates their acting range since this show is al-

most totally sung through. Actors will be asked to read from the text and may be asked to learn a short selec-

tion from the score. An accompanist will be provided. Melanie Deas will direct. Production dates are February 

15-17, 2018. For more information email mdeas@link-centre.org or call 662-844-1935. 

mailto:mdeas@link-centre.org
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TCT 
201 North Broadway 
P.O. Box 1094 
Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-1935 
 

Visit us online at 
www.tct.ms 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Tom Booth 
1tct@bellsouth.net 

EMERITUS 

Jess Mark (1982-2008) 
Gene Murphey(1969-2016) 
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008) 
Edith Thomas (1969-2013) 
 

BOX OFFICE MANAGER 

Lisa Hall 
tctboxoffice@bellsouth.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lynn Nelson 

 

TCT PERSONNEL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Celebrating 105 Years on Broadway 

T CT was incredibly lucky in 1984 when it was able 
to purchase the historic Lyric Theatre on Broad-

way in downtown Tupelo.  Since then, a lot of effort, 
money and time has been spent refurbishing and 
maintaining the historic building. To celebrate its 
105th anniversary, current and former TCT board 
members commissioned noted artist Kit Stafford to 
render a painting of the original Comus Theatre, built 
by R.F. Goodlett in 1912 as a vaudeville house. 
     The magnificent painting was unveiled at an open 
house in the Lyric lobby on November 19.  It will hang 
in a prominent place in the lobby to remind us of our 
roots and inspire TCT to continue fulfilling its mission 
to “develop, promote, teach and stimulate interest in 
the dramatic arts” well into its next century. Many 
thanks to Kit for this stunning work of art! 

 
Tracie Conwill 
Bev Crossen 
Mallory Davidson 
Liz Dawson 
Beth Frick 
Bobby Geno 
Tommy Green 
Jeff Houin 
Chris Hussey 
              

Johnathan Martin 
Meredith Martin 
Steve Miller 
Lynn Nelson 
Rob Rice 
Debra Robison 
Rosemary Rutledge 
Beverly Williams 
Judd Wilson 
Charlie White 

Haunted Theatre is Huge Success 
M any thanks to Steve Miller and a multitude of volunteers 

who presented this year’s record-breaking 2017 Haunted 
Theatre. More than 2,000 patrons were escorted through 
thrills, scares, and introductions to our resident ghost, Antoine, 
in TCT’s historic (and haunted) Lyric building. This is the 
twelfth year TCT has presented Haunted Theatre which has 
grown in reputation and popularity every year. 
     Thanks to all our volunteers and patrons, this successful 
fundraiser allows TCT to offer scholarships, repair and im-
prove our historic building, further our mission to “develop, 
promote, teach and stimulate interest in the dramatic arts” in 
our region, and so much more. If you missed it this year, make 
sure you look for announcements next year so you can get 
involved! 

Noted artist Kit Stafford talks about her painting  at the Open House  at 

TCT on November 19. 
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Auditions for Blithe Spirit 

T 
upelo Community Theatre will hold auditions for Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward on 

Monday, December 11 and Tuesday, December 12 at 6:00 PM on the stage at the 

Lyric Theatre in Downtown Tupelo.  

     This smash comedy hit offers up fussy, cantankerous novelist Charles Condomine, 

remarried but haunted (literally) by the ghost of his late first wife. A visiting “happy medi-

um” Madame Arcati calls up the late, clever and insistent Elvira. As worldly and other-

worldly personalities clash, Charles’ current wife, Ruth, also dies and passes over to join 

Elvira. The two “blithe spirits” then lovingly haunt Charles into perpetuity. 

     The cast calls for two males between the ages of 35 and 45 and five females between the ages of 25 and 65. Cast 

members will be required to speak in a British accent because the show is set in England and includes references to 

specific places in England. No advance preparation is needed. Bobby Geno will direct. Rehearsals will begin around 

the middle of January with production dates scheduled for March 8-10, 2018.  

     For more information email robertgeno@comcast.net or call the TCT office at 662-844-1935. 


