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the perfect gift, despite the fact neither of them has
very much money to get the job done. Before Della
can even leave to go shopping, her friend and neighbor Clarice (Kaylee Heitger) shows up at her door,
with the news that her husband has been let go from
his job at the trolley barn, and neither has eaten in
two days. Della shares her savings and is left with
less than two dollars. With hope springing eternal,
she sets out to find Jim’s gift anyway. We meet Della’s sisters Donna Marie (Lorrie Heitger) and Dot
(Markietha Swinney). Della shops at Miss Robert’s
(Lisa Hatfield) Boot Shop and Butterfield’s (Remy
Duvalier) Watch Shop, only to find that the watch fob
she wants for Jim – the perfect gift for his treasured
family heirloom watch – costs impossibly more than
she can pay. Butterfield sees that she is distraught,
and steers her to Madame Vodskaya (Rachel Becker) who buys hair for wigs. Della decides to sell her
hair, her own treasured possession.
We see Jim and his coworkers, Art (Michael Upton) and Digsby (Bud Nelson) discussing their plight
at work. Over Jim’s protests, the three set out to
O’Rourke’s Emporium for food and fun. Afterwards,
Jim laments that he only has $1.46 to buy Della’s gift.
What can he do? What can he sacrifice?
Narrated by Victoria Wise and Beckie Rhea, the
audience follows Della and
Jim as they each search
December 8-10, 2016
for just the right gift, and
7:30 p.m.
as they each sacrifice
December
10, 2016
s The Gift of the Magi a Christmas story, or a story their greatest treasures
2:00 p.m.
about the deepest kind of love? It’s both, and you’ll for each other. The play
come away from TCT’s holiday offering feeling great. ends with O. Henry’s
Sponsored by:
Jon Jory has adapted O. Henry’s classic romantic
homily about the magi
comedy into a delightful holiday play about a poor but who invented the art of
happy young couple who sacrifice their own most val- giving Christmas preuable possessions to buy Christmas gifts for each
sents. He notes that Jim
other.
and Della unwisely sacDella (Lisa Ross) and Jim (Jamie Fair) have but rificed for each other but
one wish for the Christmas season: to give each other
(Continued on page 2)
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TCT Tickets
Make Great Gifts!

T

Volunteers
Needed!

he Lyric Krewe is looking for volunteers
to usher shows. Ushering doesn’t prevent you from seeing a show—in fact, it can
let you see a show at no charge! You don’t
have to make a long-term commitment, just volunteer one
show at a time. Call 662-8441935 for more information
about this and other volunteer
opportunities.

N

eed a last-minute gift idea? Tickets to TCT
productions can make
Scrooge smile! Call the TCT office for prices. You can even get
a “mini-season” ticket for the remaining shows in the season for
as little as $50. Call the TCT office for more information!

T

upelo Community Theatre will present the classic holiday
comedy National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation on Friday, December 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyric Theatre. This PG 13
-rated “Quote-Along” presentation invites the audience to join
in as the Griswolds prepare for their annual family Christmas
celebration. The evening will include a holiday sweater competition as well as a hot chocolate bar. General admission tickets are $12 for adults and
$7 for students. They may be purchased in advance by calling the TCT office at 844-1935.

Gift of the Magi

Donna Marie—Lorrie Heitger
Dot—Markietha Swinney
are indeed the wisest of all be- Clarice---Kaylee Heitger
cause “they are the magi.”
Art—Michael Upton
Join us as the cast takes
Digsby—Bud Nelson
the audience on a journey of
Woman with Umbrella—Lorrie Heitger
love and devotion that truly
Miss Robert—Lisa Hatfield
teaches at this time of year
Butterfield—Remy-Francois Duvalier
that it is more blessed to give
Madame Vodskaya—Rachel Becker
than to receive. Directed by
CHORUS
Debby Gibbs with Evie Carney
as Assistant Director and Me- Doc Carney
Anna Robinson
gan Kwasinski as Stage Manager, this talented cast
Judie Garrett
Robin Sutton
gives us all a gift this holiday season.
Lisa Hatfield
Markietha Swinney
Call the TCT office at 662-844-1935 to reserve your
Kaylee Heitger
Amanda Thompson
ticket today!
Lorrie
Heitger
Mya Thorderson
CAST LIST
Brooke Jackson
Eva Tran
Narrators—Victoria Wise, Beckie Rhea
Judy K. Jones
Mary Ruth Umphers
Della—Lisa Ross
Jim—Jamie Fair
Margaret McGrath
Michael Upton
(Continued from page 1)
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Remembering a Legend
T

he arts community in Tupelo lost one of its most dedicated friends and advocates when
Dr. Eugene Murphey III passed away on November 4, 2016.
A founding board member for TCT, Gene filled many memorable roles both onstage and
offstage. Playing many iconic roles, such as the father of the bride in Plaza Suite, he was last
on the Lyric stage as a chorus member in Kiss Me Kate just a few years ago. Offstage, he
was a driving force on the TCT board, lending wise direction to the organization in its formative years and as it grew into a regionally and nationally recognized theatre company.
Dr. Murphey moved to Tupelo in 1950 with his beautiful bride Margaret Anne and
changed the face of both the medical community and the arts community. His presence will
be sorely missed.

It’s Happening at TOB
New Year’s Eve Celebration! TCT Off
Broadway will present its first Red Carpet Masquerade on
December 31 at 9:00
p.m. at 213 East
Franklin in Tupelo. Tickets are $20,
which will include one free drink and a complimentary
champagne toast at midnight. This event is open to
adults 21 and older. The evening will offer a red carpet with a "selfie station," a trivia competition, and
music. For more information or to purchase tickets
call the TCT office at 844-1935.

over a lifetime between two people who grew up together, went
their separate ways, but continued to share confidences. As the
actors read the letters aloud,
what is created is an evocative,
touching, and frequently funny
pair of character studies in which what is implied is
as revealing and meaningful as what is actually written down.
The cast calls for one man and one woman 30
years of age or older. No advance preparation is needed. Production dates are February 23, 24, and 25, 2017. For
Auditions! TCT Off Broadway will hold auditions for more information, you may conLove Letters by A. R. Gurney on January 22 at 3:00 tact Director John McCustion
p.m. and January 23 at 6:30 p.m. at 213 East Frank- at mccustion@gmail.com or call
lin Street. The play is comprised of letters exchanged the TCT office at 844-1935.
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Due to the rising cost of printing and postage, TCT will mail newsletters only
to those patrons who do not use email. Please contact the office at 844-1935
immediately if we do not have your current email address or to let us know
that you do not use email.

T

Hairspray Auditions

CT will hold auditions for the hit
musical Hairspray on
January 4 and 5 at
5:30 p.m. each day on
the stage of the Lyric
Theatre. With music
by Marc Shaiman, lyrics by Scott Wittman and Shaiman, and book by Mark
O'Donnell and Thomas Meehan, this 1960s-style
dance musical is set in Baltimore, Maryland. It tells
the story of teenager Tracy Turnblad's dream to
dance on a local TV dance program. Tracy wins a
role on the show, becomes a celebrity overnight,
meets a colorful array of characters and launches a
campaign to integrate the show.

The 2003 winner of
eight Tony Awards, including Best Musical, is
based on the 1988 John
Waters film. The diverse
cast includes male and
female roles of all ages 13
years and older. Advance
preparation is needed and music may be picked up
beginning December 12 between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. Monday – Friday at the Lyric Theatre office.
Tom Booth will direct with music direction by
Debra Robison. Production dates are April 27-29,
2017. For more information you may email the director at 1tct@bellsouth.net or call the TCT office at 8441935.
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