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that all of us, no matter what age, know and love.
The show magically weaves a tapestry of familiar songs in two acts. Act 1 opens “In the Neighborhood” and features a cast of eight talented singers and dancers. Ben Eakes and Allison Griswold
are familiar faces to TCT audiences and Stephanie
Stubbs is returning to the TCT stage after a long
absence. Newcomers include Jeffrey Jones, Tenecia Guise, Isaiah Traylor, Mersaidee Soules, and
Michael Breedlove.
Ballads like “Falling” and “Fools Fall in Love”
are interspersed with rousing renditions of “Kansas
City” and “On Broadway”. Other familiar songs in
Act 1 include “Trouble” and “Poison Ivy”. The entire company closes out Act 1 with “Saved.”
Act 2 takes the audience from the neighborhood to
the swank Café. The company opens with the rock
and roll hits “Baby, That is Rock & Roll” and
“Yakety Yak.” Other songs include “Hound Dog”,
“I’m a Woman”, “Love Potion #9”, “Jailhouse Rock”,
“Spanish Harlem”, “Stand by Me”, And lots more!
Co-directors Lynn Nelson and Tonya Smith are
ably assisted by Pamela Cox. The talented Sheryl
Zinn is serving as music director. Allison Griswold
serves double duty as choreographer.
If you haven’t already reserved your seat with a
You asked for it! Smokey Joe’s Café has been one
season
ticket, call the box
of the most requested shows ever by TCT patrons.
Sept. 17-19, 2015
We heard you. This 2015-16 season opener at the office at 662-844-1935
7:30 p.m.
Lyric was a hit on Broadway in 1995, making it the today to reserve your
Sept. 19, 2015
longest running musical revue in Broadway history. ticket for this sure to sell2:00 p.m.
out
show.
Tickets
are
Nominated for multiple Tony awards, it won a
Sponsored by:
Grammy award in 1996 for its original cast album. $22 for adults and $10
Featuring 39 hit songs written by Jerry Leiber and for students. You don’t
want to miss it!
Mike Stoller, Smokey Joe’s Café is full of songs
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Lone Star Takes National Honors
Talk about “the little theatre that could”, and you must be speaking of TCT Off
Broadway! For the last two years, productions from TCT’s 2013 black box start-up
have won both the Mississippi Theatre Association and Southeastern Theatre Conference community theatre festivals with The Santa Land Diaries and Lone Star.
This year the cast and crew of Lone Star also had the opportunity to travel to Grand
Rapids, Michigan, for the American Association of Community Theatre’s national
competition. This bi-annual festival brings together theatre companies from all over
the United States, and this year, a group from Belgium as well! The conference featured keynote speakers, meetings, workshops, and time for social interaction
among dramatically creative people from all walks of life. Add to that the opportunity
to see 11 other quality theatrical productions from participating theatres, and the
Lone Star team was definitely in their element. Jason West, Lone Star’s original
director at TOB, now lives in Scotland but was able to return “home” to join Tom
Booth and Lynn Nelson (directors), Tracie Conwill (assistant directors), Bronwyn
Teague (lights and sound), Jamie Fair, John McCustion, and Nathan Taylor (actors) for the journey to AACT
Fest where they racked up the following awards: The People’s Choice Best Production, Best Scenic Design,
and Backstage Award for Professionalism. Lone Star also received nominations for Best Actor, Best Featured
Actor, and Lighting Design.
Over the last 15 years, TCT has received more than 75 awards at state, regional, and national competitions, and we look forward to providing many more years of opportunities for north Mississippians (and beyond !) to see, participate in, and support quality community theatre. A special thanks to those patrons who
help us reach our financial goals each year so we are able to represent our community in such a positive way!

A

Scholarship Winners

s a way to help fulfill TCT’s mission
to stimulate, promote, teach, and develop interest in the dramatic arts, it offers
four scholarships each year to students
from Mississippi.
Matt Maharrey received the Huddleston Scholarship, which is presented to a Tupelo High
School student who has demonstrated artistic ability,
academic achievement, leadership, and good citizenship. Matt is attending Itawamba Community College.
Mary Clair Kelly received the Liveakos Scholarship. This scholarship is offered each year to a student who has demonstrated scholastic achievement
and an aptitude for the dramatic arts. Mary Clair is
attending Ole Miss.

The Jess Mark Scholarship is awarded to
a high school senior who has been involved
at Tupelo Community Theatre. THS student
Katelyn Stieg won this prestigious award.
Katelyn is attending The New York Conservatory for Dramatic Arts.
Holly Harrington was awarded the Martha Geddie Scholarship which is awarded each year to a full
time college student majoring in speech, oral communications, drama, mass media, and/or related fields.
Selection is based on achievements in the performing arts and general scholarship. Each of the
scholarships is $500 for one year. Congratulations to
this year’s impressive recipients!

The Lyric Krewe is looking for volunteers to usher productions. Ushers need to be at the Lyric
45 minutes before the show begins. If you are a season member or have purchased reserved seats,
ushering does not prevent you from seeing a production. If you don’t have tickets, ushers are allowed to watch the performance from an unused seat at no charge. Ushering is not a season-long
commitment. You can sign up for one show at a time! If you are interested in volunteering to usher,
put up posters for TCT shows, or work on Music, Monet, and Margaritas in June 2016, please sign up
by contacting the TCT office at at 1tct@bellsouth.net or 662-844-1935.
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More News!
 TCT is partnering with HealthWorks! again
to provide babysitting options for our
patrons with young children. Note that we
have been able to reduced the price for this
year. See the exciting announcement in
the left column!

 If you haven’t gotten season tickets yet,
don’t despair—it’s NEVER too late to purchase them. Call the TCT office today at
662-844-1935 to discuss the ticket package
that is best for you!

 TCT is always looking for volunteers—
directors, actor, tech, set design and construction. Contact 844-1935 for info.

T

2015-16 Board of Directors

CT by-laws state that board members must step down for one year after serving 3 terms of 3 years each.
As Tracie Conwill and Rosemary Rutledge rotate off the board, we thank them for reaching this level of
service! Mark Maharrey has also stepped down due to his commitment to the Tupelo Boy Scouts. Thank you,
Mark, for your service to our community! During this time of transition, we welcome Chris Hussey’s election to
the board! Chris has been an active TCT member many years onstage and for Krewe events. We look forward to moving ahead with Chris and enjoying the continued involvement of our former members. Officers
being asked to continue for a second term are Jeff Houin (President), Suzanne Oakley (Vice President), Fred
Cannon (Treasurer), and Beverly Williams (Secretary). If you have interest in becoming a board member,
we’d love for you to get involved! (You must be a season ticket holder to serve. Have you bought yours yet?)
TCT
201 North Broadway
P.O. Box 1094
Tupelo, MS 38802
662-844-1935
Visit us online at
www.tct.ms
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Tom Booth
1tct@bellsouth.net
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fred Cannon
Bev Crossen
Liz Dawson
Bobby Geno
Tommy Green
Craig Helmuth
Jeff Houin
Chris Hussey
Jonathan Martin
Meredith Martin

Steve Miller
Lynn Nelson
Suzanne Oakley
Rob Rice
Debra Robison
Donna Rumbarger
Beverly Williams
Judd Wilson
Josh Wise
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Season Sponsor:

TOB Season Events for 15-16

Monsters Under the Bed
by Gay Hammond
October 29 & 30, 2015

Boys Next Door
by Tom Griffin
April 7 & 8, 2016

Dinner with Friends
by Donald Margulies
November 19 & 20, 2015

Art
by Yasmina Reza
(translated by Christopher Hampton)
May 5 & 6, 2016

Ugly Sweater Christmas Trivia Event
December 3. 2015

If you are interested in being involved in any of these
shows, contact Tracie Conwill (TOB Advisory Board
Chair), Meredith Martin (TCT Board Liaison), or the
box office at TCT (662-844-1935).

Ring of Fire
by Richard Maltby, Jr.
February 25 & 26, 2016 (Johnny Cash’s Birthday!)

tmaxey@nmhs.net
mrdth.mrtn@gmail.com
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