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D isney’s The Lion King JR., with a cast of more than 
forty third through ninth graders, brings the African 

savannah to life on the Lyric stage June 21-23.  
     Based on the Broadway production directed by 
Julie Taymor and the 1994 Disney film, The Lion 
King, JR. tells the story of the epic adventures of a 
curious cub named Simba as he struggles to accept 
the responsibilities of adulthood and his destiny as 
king. Along the way, the young lion encounters a col-
orful cast of characters including spunky lioness Nala, 
charismatic meerkat Timon, and loveable warthog 
Pumbaa. To claim his rightful place on the throne and 
save his beloved Pridelands, Simba must find his in-
ner strength and confront his wicked Uncle Scar. The 
Lion King JR. features classic songs from the 1994 
film such as “Hakuna Matata” and the Academy 
Award-winning “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” as 
well as additional songs penned for the Broadway 
production. 
     Join us to witness this talented cast reach out with 
a message of hope, renewal, second chances, love 
reunited, responsibilities fulfilled, and above all, loyal-
ty as we remember our place in the great circle of life. 

CAST 

Rafiki    Harmony Crump 

Mufasa   Brice Stone 

Sarabi    Lindy Monts 

Zazu    Thomas Roper 

Scar    George Bryan 

Young Simba   Brayden Hargett 

Simba    Jurdan May 

Young Nala   Darby Gentry 

Nala    Hannah Wilson 

Sarafina   Jilli Grace Asa 

Banzai    Tate Chappell 

Shenzi    Kirsten Willis 

Ed    Dawson Tackitt 

Timon    Abigail Clayton 

Pumbaa   Abrielle Carnathan 

Lioness Featured Chorus:  Anne Frances Atkinson, 
Shelby Burks, Annelise Fagan, Michaela Heitger, 
Brooke Jackson, Rylee Langford 

White Bird Featured Dancers: Ansley Garner, Rebec-
ca Johnston, Sadie Roper   

Ensemble: Rachel Burleson, Emma Carroll, Kaitlyn 
Johnson, Caleigh Martin, Ella Frances Martin, Ella 
Middleton, Meg Ross, Abbey Sanders, Landon 
Ragin, Ella Grace Ramels, Mary Dale Tubb, Nate 
Wilburn 

Hyenas: Meghan Crownover, Nylah Cunningham, 
Ethan Navarro, Dalton Orman, Carter Smith 

Wildebeest and Grassland Chorus: Beth Cappleman, 
Sara Grisham, Mimi 
Kelly, Emmy-Rose 
Poston, Noah 
Turner, Lily Watson 

     Liz Dawson is di-
rector for the show, 
assisted by Lesley 
Tackitt. Bobby Geno 
is music director.      

     Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for stu-
dents and younger 
and may be reserved 
by calling the box of-
fice at 662-844-1935.  

 

June 21-22, 2018 
7:30 p.m. 

June 23, 2018 
2:00 p.m. 
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Scholarship Winners Announced 
C ongratulations to the area students who will receive TCT scholarships for 

the 2018-2019 academic year.   

     The B.J. Huddleston Scholarship, which is awarded to a Tupelo High 

School senior, went to Chandler Beth Winter who plans to attend Mississippi 

State University.     

     The Jess Mark Scholarship is awarded to any Mississippi student who has 

been involved in Tupelo Community Theatre activities.  Ruthann Grace Mor-

gan, who was home schooled, received the award and will attend Itawamba 

Community College.   

     The Geddie Scholarship, awarded to a student already in college, goes to Samantha Turba. She is at-

tending Mississippi State University.  

      Unfortunately, the Liveakos scholarship, which goes to a THS senior, was not given this year because no 

suitable candidates applied. More information about scholarships is available at www.tct.ms.   

O ften referred to as one of the most brilliant and 

suspenseful sequences in modern theatre, An-

gel Street (Gaslight) is a 1938 play by British 

dramatist Patrick Hamilton. The play was first pro-

duced in the London West End and went on to be a 

Broadway hit as well as a successful and popular 

movie. It gave rise to the term “to gaslight” or 

“gaslighting” which is a form of psychological manipu-

lation that is meant to terrify and confuse somebody 

to the extent that the victim questions his or her own 

sanity. 

     It is a fog-bound London evening in 1880 on Angel 

Street in the upper middle-class home of Jack Man-

ningham (Jason Pannell) and his wife Bella (Maddie 

Ludt).  At the opening Bella is clearly on edge, 

and the stern reproaches from her overbearing hus-

band make matters worse.  Quickly the 

question arises, “Why is Jack Manningham 

trying to have his wife put away?”  Per-

haps so that he can carry on with the 

saucy maid Nancy (Casey Dillard) or does 

he have another evil motive? 

     As Bella finds herself sliding inexorably 

into insanity, just as her mother did before 

her, two supporters come to her aid: her 

loyal maid Elizabeth (Becky Shaffer) and 

more importantly a retired Scotland Yard 

detective named Rough (Bobby Geno). 

     Rough explains that this house was 

once occupied by Alice Barlow, a wealthy 

woman who was murdered for her jewels, but the 

murderer and the jewels were never uncovered. 

Rough is convinced that Manningham is a homicidal 

maniac. He gradually restores Bella’s confidence as 

the evidence unfolds. 

     Directed by Debby Gibbs 

and ably assisted by 

Markeitha Swinney, this is a 

not-to-be-missed produc-

tion!  

     Will Bella help Rough 

expose Jack or does she fall 

prey to Jack’s “gaslighting”?  

Join us at TCT Off Broad-

way to discover the shatter-

ing truth. 

June 14-16, 
2018 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Tickets are 
$20 and may 
be purchased 
through the 

TCT Box  
Office or at 
the door. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tct.ms&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7bd09efc297245e0c85608d5ca5fa126%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636637434420374566&sdata=SdhnO6hzdgz7yUEgJqe3QJtgmKikmWfJeU6and0vw4Q%3D&reserved=0
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Planks, Pillage, Plunder!   
Ahoy Matey!  A map of a buried treasure has been found! When a group of pirate 

school students board the Dirty Revenge and set sail to find the treasure, hilarity 

and madness ensue as they race to become rich and famous.   

     Set sail with us at TCT Theater Camp this summer! We will learn the origin and 

uses of theater, art, and music through discussion of the characters of this year’s 

play. Another original children’s play written by Danielle Frerer, this funny and thoughtful show will also dis-

cuss the real treasures in life—friendship and love! 

Camp director and theater instructor is Danielle Frerer, actor at TCT and music teacher/show choir 

director at Tupelo High School.  Art instructor is Pat E. Parker, art teacher at Tupelo High School. Music in-

structor is Claire Leeke, music professor at Northeast Mississippi Community College. 

TCT’s theater camp for 2018 will be held July 9-13, with two sessions each day. Rising 1st-4th graders 

will meet each morning. Rising 5th-8th graders will meet in the afternoons. The cost of the camp is only $100 

for TCT Season Members and families with more than one sibling attending. Non-member cost is $125.  

 

TCT THEATER CAMP: JULY 9-13, 2018 

Camper’s Name:_______________________________________________________________ 

M ________ F ________                             Grade in Fall 2018: __________________________ 

Address:                    Parent/Guardian: ___________________________ 

_________________________________    Day Phone: ________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

T-Shirt Size (please circle):  YS     YM     YL     S     M      L       XL 

 

Health related/Other concerns regarding the camper: 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deadline to register is July 2, 2018 

 Please make checks payable to TCT and mail them to TCT at: 

P.O. Box 1094 

Tupelo, MS 38802 

Or drop by 

201 N. Broadway 

M-F, 9:00am-4:00pm 

For more information, please call the TCT office at 662-844-1935 
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2018-2019 Season Ticket Deadline 
June 29 is the deadline for renewing season tickets.   

Don’t miss out on a wonderful season!  Call the TCT Box Office  

today to choose which season ticket option is best for you. 
The Marvelous Wonderettes—August 23-25, 2018 • Created by Roger Bean  

The Marvelous Wonderettes takes a cotton-candied colored musical trip down memory lane to 

the 1958 Springfield High School prom where we meet The Wonderettes – four girls with hopes 

and dreams as big as their crinoline skirts. The show follows their lives and loves from prom 

night to their 10-year reunion.  

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe—December 6-8, 2018 • Dramatized by Joseph Robi-

nette from the story by C.S. Lewis  

This dramatization of C.S. Lewis' classic novel set in the land of Narnia, recreates the magic and mystery of the great 

lion Aslan and his struggle with the White Witch, and the adventures of Peter, Susan, Lucy, and Edmund, children who 

wander through an old wardrobe into the exciting, never-to-be-forgotten Narnia.  

The Glitter Girls—January 24-26, 2019 • By Mark Dunn  

Mark Dunn’s comedy takes the audience through an ad hoc meeting of a north Georgia social club called “The Glitter 

Girls.” The club’s richest member who is at death’s door convenes the meeting to express her wishes to bequeath some 

of her millions to one lucky “Sister of the Gleam and Sparkle.”  

A Time to Kill—March 7-9, 2019 • Adapted for the stage by Rupert Holmes from the book by John Grisham  

Carl Lee Hailey is on trial for shooting two men in the very courtroom where he now stands trial. His attorney is willing to 

risk everything to defend his client's life. As the trial heats up, the community is torn apart in this gripping adaptation of 

John Grisham's incendiary novel about race, crime, and family in small-town America. 

The Addams Family—April 25-27, 2019 • Book by Marshall Brickman & Rick Elice • Music & lyrics by Andrew Lippa  

A fresh, new musical about love, family, and growing up. The Addams Family’s dark, macabre, beloved daughter 

Wednesday is now a young woman who has fallen in love with a sweet, smart boy from a normal, respectable Ohio 

family. In one fateful hilarious night, secrets are disclosed, relationships are tested, and the Addams family must face up 

to the one horrible thing they’ve managed to avoid for generations—change. 

 

Interested in directing or serving on the production staff of one of these  

great shows?  Call the TCT office today for more information  

about “putting your name in the hat”! 

T hanks to all who helped make TCT’s 15th annual Music, Monet and Margaritas a 

great success – our patrons, event chair Jason Pannell and dozens of volunteers. 

A special thanks to our sponsor Cardiology Associates of North Mississippi. Outback 

Steakhouse provided all the food. Outback has been involved with TCT in projects like 

MMM since 1998. The Jam Band provided great music for dancing. Mitchell Distrib-

uting, Tupelo Coca Cola and the Downtown Tupelo Main Street Association also 

helped us make it all possible. And finally, thanks to the nearly 3 dozen artists who do-

nated art for our silent auction.   

     Funds raised from MMM help us offer scholarships, provide free and low cost edu-

cational experiences and maintain our 106-year-old historic treasure, the Lyric Thea-

tre.  Thanks again to all and hope to see you soon again at another TCT production!  

Annual Street Fiesta a Success! 
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TCT 
201 North Broadway 
P.O. Box 1094 
Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-1935 
 

Visit us online at 
www.tct.ms 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Tom Booth 
1tct@bellsouth.net 

EMERITUS 

Jess Mark (1982-2008) 
Gene Murphey(1969-2016) 
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008) 
Edith Thomas (1969-2013) 
 

BOX OFFICE MANAGER 
Lisa Hall 
tctboxoffice@bellsouth.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Lynn Nelson 

 

TCT PERSONNEL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Nelson Wins AACT Award 

L ong-time TCT board member Lynn Nelson is being honored with the  

David C. Bryant Outstanding Service Award from the American Associa-

tion of Community Theatre (AACT). The award will be presented at an awards 

ceremony during the international theatre festival aactWorldFest 2018 in Ven-

ice, Florida, on June 22.  

     The AACT David C. Bryant Outstanding Service Award recognizes mem-

bers of AACT for significant, valuable, and lasting service to community thea-

tre. Lynn’s passion for theatre began when she played a spoon in her third 

grade play about manners. She has given thousands of hours of service for 

the betterment of community theatre and is an asset to organizations at all 

levels. She was introduced to TCT through her mother Phyllis Hawkins Har-

per. That introduction resulted in Lynn remaining involved in community thea-

tre at the local, state, regional, and national levels for more than 30 years. 

She has been a board member of TCT since 1995 and has served as the the-

atre’s Chair of Marketing for over 15 years. Lynn has also been involved in the community theatre festival 

circuit since the 1990s, serving as Community Theatre Chair for both the Mississippi Theatre Association and 

the Southeastern Theatre Conference. She has served as AACT Region IV Representative to the AACT 

Board and is active in attending and participating in their meetings, festivals, and governance. 

     Help us congratulate Lynn for receiving this prestigious award! 

Renee Baldwin 
Debra Byrd 
Tracie Conwill 
Bev Crossen 
Mallory Davidson 
Beth Frick 
Bobby Geno 
Tommy Green 
Jeff Houin 
Chris Hussey 
              

Johnathan Martin 
Meredith Martin 
Steve Miller 
Lynn Nelson 
Suzanne Oakley 
Rob Rice 
Debra Robison 
Rosemary Rutledge 
Charlie White 
Beverly Williams 
Judd Wilson 

TCT Explores Opportunities 
A pproximately thirty people 

gathered at TCT Off Broad-

way in mid-May to discuss the 

addition of more theatre opportu-

nities for community members in 

special needs and senior age 

groups.  TCT believes that thea-

tre is for everyone and wants to empower people by 

providing theatre opportunities to all ages and abili-

ties. TCT’s mission is to stimu-

late, promote, teach, and develop 

interest in the dramatic arts. If 

you wish to be involved in its 

work on these or any other pro-

duction, contact us at 

1tct@bellsouth.net or call the 

TCT office at 844-1935. 
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Season Sponsor:  

Address Service Requested 

Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Tupelo, MS  38802 

Permit No. 272 

Marvelous Wonderettes Auditions 

T CT will hold auditions for the 

smash off-Broadway hit The Mar-

velous Wonderettes, created by Roger 

Bean, June 10 at 2:00 pm. and June 

11 at 6:00 p.m. in the rehearsal hall of 

the Lyric Theatre.  

     The Marvelous Wonderettes is a 

lively musical that takes us to the 1958 

Springfield High School prom where 

we meet four girls with hopes and 

dreams as big as their crinoline skirts!  

     Later the Wonderettes reunite to take the stage 

and perform at their ten-year reunion. Featuring over 

thirty classic ’50s and ’60s hits, The Mar-

velous Wonderettes will keep you smiling 

in this must-take musical trip down 

memory lane!  

     The cast is made up of adult women 

ages 18-40 who must be able to sing. No 

advance preparation is necessary. Christi 

Houin will direct, with David East as mu-

sic director. Production dates for the 

shows are August 23-25. For more infor-

mation, email  

christih_3@comcast.net or call the TCT office at 844-

1935.  

W elcome new and returning TCT Board of Directors members! After board elections held last 

month, we welcome incoming board members Suzanne Oakley, Renee Baldwin and Debra Byrd.  

We thank them for being willing to serve and look forward to working with them!  Liz Dawson is rotat-

ing off the board after serving nine years.  We thank her for her service—and expect to keep seeing 

her both on the stage and back stage!   


