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T he third production in TCT’s successful 2017-

2018 season, Last Train to Nibroc, begins in 

1940 on a cross-country train headed back east. A 

young man in the service — recently discharged due 

to a medical condition but still wearing his uniform — 

meets a small-town girl from Kentucky who has re-

cently experienced disappointment in love. 

     The pair of travelers, Raleigh (Brad Locke) and 

May (Maddie Ludt), go on an emotional journey that 

will warm both your heart and soul. Brad Locke is new 

to the Lyric stage but he is no stranger to TCT as he 

recently enjoyed being in TCT Off Broadway’s pro-

duction The 39 Steps. Maddie Ludt is well known for 

many roles on the Lyric stage with the most recent 

being Brooke/Vicki in Noises Off.  

     This three-act show, while only 85 minutes in 

length, quickly seduces the audience transporting 

them to the world of two young people from neighbor-

ing change-resistant towns in Kentucky (Nibroc is 

Corbin spelled backward) in the midst of World War II 

and the quickly changing face of America.  

     Last Train to Nibroc boasts a simple, stylistic stage 

set (Designed by Steve Shaffer and built by Michael 

Gillentine & Crew) keeping the focus where it be-

longs, on the two characters at its center. Costume 

designer Debra Byrd juggled four TCT productions 

during a very small window of time effortlessly and 

pulled off the wonderful period perfect outfits repre-

sented in each scene with costume change assis-

tance by Danielle Adams and Emily Mote. Light de-

sign was created by Mallory Davidson and light tech 

run by Haley Agnew.   

     The director for this production, Meredith Martin, 

is a first-time director at TCT but has served as assis-

tant director to Tom Booth for three award-winning 

TCT plays: The Santaland Diaries, PVT. Wars and 

Cicada. Meredith also serves on the TCT board of 

directors as Vice President and is the board liaison for 

the TCT Off Broadway Advisory Committee. Becky 

Shaffer serves as assistant director and stage man-

ager. Becky and her husband Steve (above men-

tioned set designer) moved to Tupelo last spring from 

Illinois. Becky has an extensive background in thea-

tre, was most recently on the TCT Off Broadway 

Stage in Love, Loss and What I Wore, and we are 

fortunate to add her to the TCT family.  

     Don’t miss the 

smart, endearing 

production of Last 

Train to Nibroc! It 

appeals to a broad 

audience and is 

family friendly.  Call 

the TCT box office 

today at 662-844-

1935 to reserve 

your tickets.  

 
January 27-29, 2018 

7:30 p.m. 
January 29, 2018 

2:00 p.m. 
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MTA Awards for TCT 

T CT has long held a reputation in Mississippi for 

supporting the arts and for producing quality the-

atre.  At the recent Mississippi Theatre Association 

Community Theatre festival held in Columbus, MS, 

January 12-14, TCT continued that tradition. 

     The cast and crew of The Robber Bridegroom, 

directed by Jennifer Cummings, garnered both indi-

vidual and group awards: 

• Darby Claire Caviness won first place in Individ-

ual Events, Solo Singing 

• Dalton Russell won an Outstanding Achieve-

ment in Acting award for his portrayal of Little 

Harp 

• Lisa Oliver won an Outstanding Achievement in 

Acting award for her portrayal of Goat’s mother  

• Don Anderson won Best Supporting Actor for his 

portrayal of Goat 

• Suzanne Oakley won Best Supporting Actress 

for her portrayal of Salome. 

• Alex Hargett won Best Actor for his portrayal of 

Jamie Lockhart 

• TCT won an award for Overall Technical Excel-

lence (thanks to Bobby Geno for leading that ef-

fort) 

     Then to top it all off, The Robber Bridegroom was 

selected as runner-up to the Best Production. If one 

of the two companies selected for Best Production 

are unable to attend SETC in March, TCT will ad-

vance to the regional festival.  

     TCT also continued its practice of service to the 

state organization, with Tom Booth being elected to 

the board of directors as treasurer and Bronwyn 

Teague elected secretary. Suzanne Oakley just com-

pleted a term as secretary. 

      A huge thank you goes out to the cast and crew 

of The Robber Bridegroom for representing TCT so 

well! 

Upcoming Events at TCT 
Mark your calendar now—don’t miss a single thing at TCT! 
 

• January 25-27, Last Train to Nibroc | Lyric 

• January 29-30 Auditions for Hello, Dolly! | Lyric 

• February 15-17, The Last Five Years | TOB 

• March 8-10, Blithe Spirit | Lyric 

• April 12-14, Broadway Beat (Youth Production) | TOB 

• April 26-28, Hello, Dolly! | Lyric 

• June 21-23, Lion King, Jr. (Youth Theatre) | Lyric 

• June 2018, Music, Monet & Margaritas | Lyric 

• July 9-13, Theatre Camp | Lyric 

Several cast and crew members of The Robber Bridegroom celebrate 

after the awards ceremony at MTA. 
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TCT 
201 North Broadway 
P.O. Box 1094 
Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-1935 
 

Visit us online at 
www.tct.ms 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Tom Booth 
1tct@bellsouth.net 

EMERITUS 

Jess Mark (1982-2008) 
Gene Murphey(1969-2016) 
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008) 
Edith Thomas (1969-2013) 
 

BOX OFFICE MANAGER 
Lisa Hall 
tctboxoffice@bellsouth.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Lynn Nelson 

 

TCT PERSONNEL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Scholarship Opportunities 
I t’s time for many families to start considering how they are going to 

pay for a college education for their students. Let Tupelo Community 

Theatre help!  TCT offers four $500 scholarship opportunities each 

year.   

• The Ruth Liveakos Scholarship is offered to a graduating Tupelo 

High School student who has demonstrated scholastic achievement 

and an aptitude for the dramatic arts.  

• The Martha Geddie Scholarship is awarded to a Mississippi college 

student majoring in speech, oral communications, drama, or related 

fields.   

• The B.J. Huddleston Art Scholarship recognizes a graduating Tupelo High School student who has 

demonstrated artistic ability, academic achievement, leadership, and good citizenship.  

• The Jess Mark Scholarship goes to a Mississippi high school student who has been involved with TCT.   

      These scholarships are awarded in memory of former board members who gave thousands of volunteer 

hours in the pursuit of quality theatre in northeast Mississippi. The deadline for submitting applications for all 

scholarships is April 15, 2018. The application form may be found at the TCT website at www.tct.ms. Recipi-

ents will be notified by June 1. If you have questions concerning TCT's scholarship programs, please call the 

Lyric office at 662-844-1935. TCT continues its mission is to stimulate, promote, teach, and develop interest 

in the dramatic arts through this very important educational outreach. Take advantage of these financial op-

portunities to further your education in the dramatic arts and related fields!   

 
Tracie Conwill 
Bev Crossen 
Mallory Davidson 
Liz Dawson 
Beth Frick 
Bobby Geno 
Tommy Green 
Jeff Houin 
Chris Hussey 
              

Johnathan Martin 
Meredith Martin 
Steve Miller 
Lynn Nelson 
Rob Rice 
Debra Robison 
Rosemary Rutledge 
Beverly Williams 
Judd Wilson 
Charlie White 

 Reading Committee 
T he Play Reading Committee at TCT is busy reading plays for con-

sideration in next year’s season. The committee would appreciate 

your input. This is one of the most difficult projects we take on each 

year. If you have seen or read a show that you think would appeal to 

both current and future patrons, please let us know.   

     We also encourage potential directors to suggest plays they might 

like to direct!  

     Email your suggestions to 1tct@bellsouth.net.   

mailto:1tct@bellsouth.net
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Hello, Dolly! Auditions 

B roadway comes to Tupelo Com-

munity Theatre with our April 2018 

production of the Tony award winning 

Hello, Dolly!  Last performed at the 

Lyric in 1994, the musical follows the 

romantic and comic exploits of Dolly 

Gallagher-Levi, turn-of-the-century 

matchmaker and “woman who arrang-

es things.” Certain to thrill and enter-

tain audiences again and again, this blockbuster 

Broadway hit bursts with humor, romance, high-

energy dancing, and some of the greatest songs in 

musical theater history. Audience members will leave 

the theater humming classics such as “Before the Pa-

rade Passes By,” “Hello, Dolly!” and “It Only Takes a 

Moment.”   

     Auditions are January 29th and 30th 

at 6 p.m. at the Lyric Theatre. The play 

has numerous adult roles for men and 

women of all ages. Those auditioning 

must be no younger than 10th grade. 

Everyone will be taught a portion of a 

song from the show and read from the 

script. No advanced preparation is re-

quired but you may pick up music for auditions during 

business hours at the Lyric office.   

     Tom Booth will direct with Debra Robison as music 
director. Production dates are April 26-28. For more 
information email tbooth54@gmail.com or call the 
TCT office at 662-844-1935. 

mailto:tbooth54@gmail.com

