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W atching from backstage at a London theater, 

playwright Michael Frayn realized that what 

happens behind the scenes can be funnier than the 

action on stage. Thus was born Noises Off, a well-

loved romp that has been called “the funniest farce 

ever written.”  Tupelo Community Theatre brings this 

riotous spectacle to the Lyric stage for the first time 

on March 9 - 11. 

     Directors Susan and Otis Tims have assembled a 

superb cast of seasoned TCT performers to sprint, 

stumble and slam their way through this play about 

and within a play.  Noises Off stops at nothing to 

wrest laughs from the audience, and thus presents 

exhausting challenges -- both physical and mental -- 

to its nine performers, who began re-

hearsing for this production in early 

December, two months ahead of the 

usual TCT schedule.   

     The two-story revolving set is itself 

a principal feature of this production 

and may well constitute the most 

complicated and massive construc-

tion project ever undertaken at TCT.  

Production Manager Jameson Rog-

ers and Master Carpenters David Neilsen and 

Jack Foster have assembled eight doors, 

three stairways and 102 casters into a struc-

ture with far more substance and stability than 

the actions it supports. Get a sneak peak of 

the set on the next page. 

     Noises Off opened in London in 1982 and 

ran for five years. The first Broadway produc-

tion was nominated for four Tony Awards. 

There have been several revivals in both thea-

tre capitals, with the most recent New York production 

nominated for Tony Awards in 2015. The show is con-

stantly in production by regional and community thea-

tres and in school theatre departments.  Some 77 

productions of Noises Off are scheduled this year in 

the United States, Canada, Great Britain and South 

Africa. 

     Noises Off follows a second-rate British theatre 

troupe as it staggers from city to city through a four-

month steadily disintegrating tour of the nonsense sex

-comedy Nothing On. Act One presents a clumsy 

dress rehearsal of the first act of Nothing On. For Act 

Two, the set revolves and gives the audience a back-

stage view of the first act of Nothing On a month into 

its tour, complete with romantic entan-

glements among members of the 

troupe who struggle to keep the show 

on the road despite their personal con-

flicts. In Act Three, we see the final 

exhausted and inept performance of 

the first act of Nothing On, by which 

time the confused cast and crew are 

more than ready for the final curtain. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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And the Star of Noises Off is…. 

T his magnificent set!!  Here’s an early peak of a 

work in progress. The complex set was de-

signed by Jameson Rogers using a plan developed 

by Nashville Repertory Theatre. Kevin Andrews 

from Pryor and Morrow helped him adjust the scale 

to the dimensions of the Lyric Stage. Carpenters 

David Neilsen and Jack Foster (and other volun-

teers) have put muscle and sweat into this project.  

     Many community theatres around the world 

would love to produce Noises Off since it is so fun-

ny and popular, but can’t meet the demands of 

building this rotating set. It contains eight doors, 

three stairways and 102 casters and is perhaps the 

most ambitious set ever built at TCT.  

     A big round of applause—no, make that a stand-

ing ovation for all the volunteers who helped bring 

this production to life! 

Noises Off... 

   In the TCT production, Allana Austin plays the aging actress Dotty Ot-

ley, who, in turn plays the housekeeper Mrs. Clackett. The inept real es-

tate agent Roger Tramplemain in Nothing On and his actor counterpart 

Garry Lejuene in Noises Off are portrayed by the acrobatic Carlton Wall, 

and he is paired with floozy/income tax agent Vicki/Brooke Ashton, played by Maddie Ludt Pressley. Todd 

Barnett, as the overly sensitive and apologetic actor Frederick Fellowes, gives life to the tax-dodging play-

wright Phillip Brent, who owns the house where we lay our scene. In Nothing On, Phillip is married to over-

bearing materialist Flavia, a role portrayed by the bossy busybody Belinda Blair, brought to the Lyric stage 

by Haley Agnew.  John McCustion, as the aging and whiskey-soaked actor Selsdon Mobray, rounds out 

the Nothing On cast as a semi-retired burglar.  

     Jonathan Martin leads the Nothing On cast as the traveling show’s director and lover-in-chief Lloyd Dal-

las. He is assisted in inflicting the bungling of this motley crew on British audiences by stage manager Tim 

Allgood (played by Chris Green) and the long-suffering assistant stage manager Poppy Norton-Taylor 

(portrayed by Casey Dillard Pernell). 

     In addition, there are five plates of sardines, a dancing telephone and a flying axe. Characters fall down 

stairs. Characters lose their pants. Characters undress (almost) on stage. Flowers bought for one woman 

are given to another. Arab sheiks appear along with a trio of burglars. Nothing makes sense. All makes for 

an uproarious theatre experience. 

     Curtain time at the Lyric Theater on Broadway in downtown Tupelo is 7:30 p.m. March 9, 10 and 11, with 

a matinee at 2 p.m. on March 11. For more information or to reserve tickets, call the TCT office at 844-1935. 

You’ll be glad you came! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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TCT 
201 North Broadway 
P.O. Box 1094 
Tupelo, MS 38802 
662-844-1935 
 

Visit us online at 
www.tct.ms 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Tom Booth 
1tct@bellsouth.net 

EMERITUS 

Jess Mark (1982-2008) 
Gene Murphey(1969-2016) 
Ruth Liveakos (1969-2008) 
Edith Thomas (1969-2013) 
 

BOX OFFICE MANAGER 

Lisa Hall 
tctboxoffice@bellsouth.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lynn Nelson 

 

TCT PERSONNEL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Youth Off Broadway 

T CT Off Broadway will pre-

sent a youth production 

of On the Radio on March 31 

and April 1, 2017 at 213 East 

Franklin. 

     Welcome to KYDZ, the radio station that plays 

the hits while you sing along! Meet disc jockey 

Marvelous Mike and sidekick Jivin' Judy as they 

play the oldies, the goodies and all the songs kids 

have loved throughout the years. From the De-

pression and WWII to Elvis, the Beatles and disco, 

the radio is where America hears 

the songs that become the 

soundtracks of their lives includ-

ing Ain't We Got Fun?, Boogie 

Woogie Bugle Boy, Footloose, 

Hound Dog, and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 

Band. This musical features youth in grades 4-8.  

     Dianne Ludt is directing and tickets are $10 
adults and $5 for students and younger. For more 
information, please contact the TCT office at 662-
844-1935.  

 
Fred Cannon 
Tracie Conwill 
Bev Crossen 
Liz Dawson 
Bobby Geno 
Tommy Green 
Jeff Houin 
Chris Hussey 
Jonathan Martin 
 

 
Meredith Martin 
Steve Miller 
Lynn Nelson 
Suzanne Oakley 
Rob Rice 
Debra Robison 
Rosemary Rutledge 
Beverly Williams 
Judd Wilson 
 

Scholarship Deadline  
T CT's mission is to stimulate, promote, teach, and develop interest in the dramatic 

arts. One very important way we work to accomplish that mission is to provide 

four $500 scholarships each year. The scholarships are awarded in memory of former 

board members who gave thousands of volunteer hours in the pursuit of quality thea-

tre in northeast Mississippi.   

     The Ruth Liveakos Scholarship is offered to a graduating Tupelo High School student who has demon-

strated scholastic achievement and an aptitude for the dramatic arts. The Martha Geddie Scholarship is 

awarded to a Mississippi college student majoring in speech, oral communications, drama, or related fields. 

The B.J. Huddleston Memorial Art Scholarship recognizes a graduating Tupelo High School student who 

has demonstrated artistic ability, academic achievement, leadership, and good citizenship. The Jess Mark 

Scholarship goes to a Mississippi high school student who has been involved with TCT.   

     The deadline for submitting applications for all scholarships is April 15, 2017. The application form may 

be found at the TCT website at www.tct.ms. Recipients will be notified by June 1. If you have questions con-

cerning TCT's scholarship programs, please call the Lyric office at 662-844-1935. Take advantage of these 

financial opportunities to further your education in the dramatic arts and related fields! 
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Cicada - One Night Only! 
W ere you out of town and missed seeing the award-winning production of 

Cicada? Did you see it and it still haunts you? And you want to see it 

again?  You’re in luck! Written by Amory native Jerre Dye, Cicada is a “ghost 

story wrapped in a faded childhood memory.” 

     TCT will present a final performance of the show on Monday, February 27 at 

7:30 p.m. at TCT Off Broadway (213 East Franklin St.). The cast will perform 

the 60-minute version of the play like they will perform at the Southeastern The-

atre Conference Community Theatre Festival in Lexington, KY.   

     At Mississippi Theatre Association’s festival in January, the Cicada cast was 

awarded Best Ensemble Acting, with Jennifer Cummings winning Best Support-

ing Actress and Lisa Martin Outstanding Achievement in Acting. The show also won the Warren McDaniel 

Award for Best Production. This is TCT’s sixth year in a row to represent Mississippi at the SETC regional 

festival.   

     If you cannot attend, TCT would certainly appreciate a donation to help defray the cost of traveling to 

Kentucky. Call the TCT office for more information or visit https://www.gofundme.com/tcts-cicada-travels-to-

setc to donate online.  We are currently at about 70% of our goal so please  donate if you support our work.  

     Tickets are $20 and may be reserved by calling the TCT office at 844-1935. Seating is limited, so call to-

day!  


