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I f you love movies and the theatre, it's hard to resist the 
appeal of a juicy backstage story and when the story 

involves the making of the most popular movie of all time, 
it may be impossible not to enjoy the tale.  
      Moonlight and Magnolias gives the audience a sneak 
peek into the office of legendary producer David O. Selz-
nick when his production of Gone with the Wind is in deep 
trouble. George Cukor has been fired as director, and the 
umpteenth draft of the script has proven to be unworkable. 
Selznick has suspended shooting so he can figure out 
what to do next. He meets with screenwriter Ben Hecht 
and offers him $15,000 for a complete rewrite of Sidney 
Howard's screenplay. However, Hecht hasn't read the 
novel, isn't impressed with Selznick's synopsis of it, and 
thinks the movie is bound to be a turkey. Selznick pulls 
director Victor Fleming off the soon-to-wrap Wizard of Oz 
and sequesters Fleming, Hecht, and himself in his office, 
with bananas and peanuts as their only sustenance, to 
knock out a workable screenplay by the end of the week.  

      Selznick (Todd Barnett) and Fleming (John Carroll) 
play all the characters of GWTW while Hecht (Bobby 
Geno) types, occasionally interrupted by phone calls from 
the likes of Vivien Leigh, Louis B. Mayer, Louella Parsons, 
and Ed Sullivan. Allana Austin completes the four-person 
cast as Selznick's long-suffering secretary Miss Poppen-
guhl and finds more ways to read the line "Yes, Mr. Selz-
nick" than one would think humanly possible.  Jonathan 
Martin is director for this madcap comedy.   
      The combination of behind-the-scenes show business 
nuggets and conflicting personalities confined in a small 
space provides an evening jam-packed with quick lines 
and physical comedy. Picture the dashing, macho Victor 
Fleming on the floor playing Melanie giving birth while 
Selznick plays Scarlett yelling “Push!” You get the idea.  

Some language in this production is PG-13. 
      Performances are September 27, 28, and 29 at 7:30 
p.m., plus a 2:00 p.m. matinee on September 29.  For tick-
et information please call the box office at 662-844-1935.  

TCT Presents 

September 27-29, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 

September 29, 2012 

2:00 p.m. 

 

Sponsored by: 

Season tickets have been mailed to patrons.  Please check to ensure your  

tickets are correct.  If you have questions, please call Lisa Hall at 662-844-1935. 
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Notes from the President 

F rankly my dear… the TCT 
board works hard to offer a 

great season every year. We’re 
proud to offer for 2012-2013 Moon-
light & Magnolias, Miracle on 34th 
Street, The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, and Bye Bye Birdie.   
     Don’t miss our season opener 
Moonlight & Magnolias directed by 
Jonathan Martin. This delightful 
comedy gives us an inside look at 
the rewriting of the screenplay for 
one of the most successful and 
beloved films of all time, Gone with 
the Wind. Production dates are 
September 27-29.   

     We also want say what a fabu-
lous job Liz Dawson and her cast 
and crew did with Summer Youth 
Theatre this year. Guys and Dolls 
Jr. featured a lot of new faces at 
TCT.  We are so proud of Liz, all of 
her crew, and every cast member!   
     TCT’s leadership continues to 
get stronger with its newest board 
members. Join us in welcoming 
Bev Crossen and Jonathan Martin 
to our board. Beth Frick, Tom-
my Green, Debra Robison, and 
Steve McAlilly have rotated off 
the board.  We are grateful for 
their devoted service to TCT 
and know that we’ll see them 
often at the Lyric. 

     With the start of our new sea-
son, we would like to invite you to 
come be a part of TCT in a bigger 
way. There is something for every-
one—comedy, drama, music. 
There’s great acting, great sets, 
great costumes, a great venue, 
and great fun!  All we need is you!  
Your support—gifts, season tick-
ets, and your presence at the 
shows—means we can continue to 

provide Tupelo a 
community theatre 
that is second to 
none! 
     See you soon at 
the Lyric! 
-Tracie Maxey Conwill, 

President 

New Playbill-Style Programs 
W hen you attend our production of Moonlight 

and Magnolias, please take note of TCT’s new 
Broadway Playbill-style programs. The 36-page play-
bill includes information about Tupelo Community 
Theatre, programming for the year, history of the Lyr-
ic, and even info about our ghost Antoine. Each pro-
duction will have a different insert with cast, crew, 
show, and patron information.  
     The playbill also includes more than 40 ads from 
area businesses and supporters. To thank the adver-
tisers and encourage our patrons to shop with them, 
TCT is offering prizes at the end of our season in 
May 2013. How do you enter the contest? Visit one 
of the advertisers.  For example, if you take your pet 
to Tupelo Small Animal Hospital, bring the receipt to 
TCT.  If you make a deposit or pay a note at Re-
nasant or BancorpSouth, bring the receipt to TCT. If 

you shop at His 
Hers Antiques, 
take a minute to 
drop off your re-
ceipt at TCT. 
Simply bring your 
receipt with your 
name and phone 
number clearly 
printed on the 
back. (A copy is 
fine and please 
mark out any per-
sonal information.) 
Drop it in the con-
tainer in the lobby and cross your fingers!   
     Please help us support those who support TCT. 

Due to an increase in TCT season sales, seating at the Lyric is at a 

premium this year! If you don’t plan to attend a production, please 

release your seats by calling the TCT box office at 844-1935. 
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2012 Scholarship Winners 

I n support of its mission to stimulate, promote, 
teach, and develop interest in the dramatic arts, 

TCT presented scholarships in May 2012 to four ar-
ea students.   
     Bronwyn Teague, long time technical guru at the 
Lyric, received the Geddie Scholarship, given in 
memory of TCT founding board member Martha 
Geddie. Bronwyn is attending Mississippi University 
for Women and majoring in theatre while still actively 
involved at the Lyric.  Abby Grace received the Hud-
dleston Scholarship, which is presented to a Tupelo 
High student who has demonstrated artistic ability, 
academic achievement, leadership, and good citi-
zenship. She is attending Georgetown University 
majoring in International Economics. Holly Harring-
ton received the Liveakos Scholarship. This scholar-

ship is offered each year to 
a student who has demon-
strated scholastic achieve-
ment and an aptitude for the 
dramatic arts. Holly is at-
tending Samford University 
and is majoring in Musical 
Theatre. The Jess Mark 
Scholarship is awarded to a 
Mississippi high school student who has been in-
volved at Tupelo Community Theatre. THS student 
Ainsley Hunt won this prestigious award.  She is at-
tending Union University and began her theatre ex-
perience at the Lyric in the fourth grade.  
     For more information about the scholarships, 
please visit the TCT website at www.tct.ms.  Con-
gratulations to this year’s impressive recipients! 

Haunted House Preparations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E very year the TCT Haunted 
Theatre has grown, getting 

better and scarier and more fun!  
Steve Miller, David Dawson, and 
Brian Gray have been working dili-
gently since their brainstorming 
session in March to plan this year’s 
quickly approaching event.  
They’re planning new hair-raising 
scares and all manner of creepy 
features. Now they need your help. 
Many volunteers are needed to 
bring the plans to fruition. Help is 
needed with construction and 
painting, and volunteers are need-

ed to act or serve as tour guides. 
There are jobs for everyone!  No 
previous experience is necessary. 
     Dates for this year’s Haunted 
Theatre are October 18-20 and 25-
27.  Hours are 7:00-10:00 p.m. on 
Thursday evenings and 7:00-11:00 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings. Get the latest news on the 
event’s Facebook page “TCT 
Haunted Theatre.”  Mark your cal-
endar now – you definitely don’t 
want to miss a single BOO! 
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Auditions Announced 
Miracle on 34th Street 

T upelo Community Theatre will hold auditions for 
Valentine Davies' classic holiday fantasy Mira-

cle on 34th Street on October 1 and 2
 
at the Lyric 

Theatre. Auditions for children will be held at 6:00 
each evening and for adults at 7:00. The play has a 
large cast with parts for children ages 7 to 10, wom-
en 25 and older, and men 16 and older. Non-
speaking roles are also available. No advance prep-
aration is needed. The director is Bobby Geno. Pro-
duction dates are December 6-8, 2012. For more 
information contact the TCT office at 844-1935, or 
visit www.tct.ms  

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

T upelo Community Theatre will hold auditions for the 
Tony award winning musical The 25th Annual Put-

nam County Spelling Bee on October 8 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Lyric Theatre. The musical tells the story of six 
young people in the throes of puberty, overseen by 
grown-ups who barely managed to escape childhood 
themselves. The cast includes 5 adult men and 4 adult 
women.  Those auditioning should prepare a Broadway 
style song and bring music for the accompanist. The 
director is Tom Booth. Production dates are January 31
-February 2, 2013. For more information contact the 
TCT office at 844-1935, or visit www.tct.ms.  


