
Ethel Merman, Angela Lansbury,
Tyne Daly, Bernadette Peters,

Patty Lupone, Suzanne Oakley.  What
do all these actresses have in com-
mon?  They all have starred as Mama
Rose in a Broadway production of
Gypsy. Only Suzanne will perform on
Broadway at the Lyric Theatre in
Tupelo for TCT’s Gum Tree production
of Gypsy May 8-10, 2008.  And why
have so many wonderfully talented
actresses wanted to play Mama?  The
story and the music, of course! 

First the story.  The book by Arthur
Laurents is loosely based on the 1957
memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, the
famous strip tease artist. Gypsy tells
the story of Rose Hovick, the ultimate
show business mother, and her daugh-
ters June and Louise.  Mama Rose
(Suzanne Oakley) pushes her talented

daughter June (Allison Nichols as a
child and Jenny Bradford Curlee as a
young woman) to be a “star.”  Louise
(Lauren Lundy as a child and Amye
Gousset as the adult) is less gifted and
sometimes feels pushed aside by her
mother.  As the family travels across
the country trying to make a living in
the last days of vaudeville they meet
Herbie (Mickey Gousset) a candy
salesman and former agent.  Herbie is
convinced by Rose to become the
group‘s agent, as well as Mama’s love
interest.  He is also a stabilizing force
for the family. The children are growing
up and vaudeville is gasping its last
breath.  June feels held back by Mama
and Louise feels ignored.  They finally
find themselves at the bottom of the
show business ladder as they are
booked into a burlesque house by mis-

take.  There they meet three “dancers”
who sing the show stopping number
“You Got to Have a Gimmick”
Mazeppa (Amanda Summers), Electra
(Kelly Bergman), and Tessie Tura
(Pam Crippin) dole out advice to
Louise.  As the story closes Mama is
forced to make a decision that will
change their lives forever—and the
legend of Gypsy Rose Lee is born.

And then the score...how could a
production go wrong with lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim and music by Jule
Styne?  The show includes many famil-
iar songs like “Let Me Entertain You,”
“Some People,” and ”Everything’s
Coming Up Roses.”

The supporting cast includes Tim
Hester as Uncle Jocko; Fred Cannon
as Georgie; Mylie Haire as the Balloon 
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Notes from the President
The 2007-2008 season is winding

down.  We’re in the home stretch.
Production is underway for the Gum
Tree spring musical.  Our community
has come to look forward to this pro-
duction each year and this year’s play
will exceed your expectations!  Gypsy,
directed by Tom Booth, will be the per-
fect finish to our season ticket pack-
age.  If you already have your tickets,
great!  You’ll want to buy more and
enjoy it with friends. Great cast, great
set, great direction, great facility, great
show.  Just what you expect from
TCT!

Behind the scenes work is going
on too...work that may not be visible
for a while.  The playreading commit-
tee is working toward bringing you
another season of great plays for your

enjoyment.  The nominating commit-
tee is working strategically on ensur-
ing we have a diverse group of com-
mitted board members.  The ultimate
strength of our organization begins
with the board and we are developing
a comprehensive board recruitment
plan.  One of our strategies is to build
our volunteer base.  The board
recruitment plan will help that.  But
Executive Director Tom Booth is also
beginning to develop workshops for
people interested in learning back-
stage aspects of production like light-
ing, sound, directing, etc.  These
efforts now will pay dividends in the
future.

We were all saddened by the loss
of our friend and fellow board mem-
ber, Jess Mark.  TCT is what it is

today because of Jess’ leadership for
three decades.  Jess was committed
to making TCT “the model of volunteer
theatre” long before the rest of us
knew what that was.  Jess not only
gave leadership, but time and “sweat
equity,” whether directing plays, acting
in plays, building sets, or putting in
lights and sound systems.  And we will
never forget his announcements at the
beginning of each play.  

We will miss Jess and his shoes
won’t be filled.  Gypsy will be a huge

success because of
the things Jess gave
us!  His legacy will
live on at The Lyric.

-Steve McAlilly,
President

Gypsy...

Girl; Anna Ballard,
Maggie Davis, 
Ashton Martin, Olivia
Roberts, Summer
Price, Allison
Patterson, Anna Claire
Price as talent show
kids; Shelby Jones,
Beverly Murphree,
Carolyn Neilson, and
Jill Williams as their
mothers; Barbara
Fleishhacker as Mrs.
Crachitt; Kenneth
Griswold as Yonkers;
Rick Griswold as Mr.
Kringlelein; Craig
Helmuth as Pastey;
Tommie Ivy and Stuart
Rial as Farm Boys;
Brian Martin as Tulsa; James Lundy as Mr. Weber; David
Neilson as Pop; Jason Pannell as Cigar; and Katie Pannell,
Shayla Reese, Marianna Coffey, Michelle Waits and Jauna
Ellis as Hollywood Blondes. 

Gypsy is directed by Tom Booth, with Tracie Maxey
Conwill and Keith Gilbert serving as assistant directors.
Music direction is by Linda Kay Price, with choreography by

Allison Griswold.
Lighting design is
by Bronwyn
Teague. Nancie
Beard, Tommy
Green, Laura
Quene, and
Christina Womack
are coordinating
costumes.  

Please join the
cast and crew of
Gypsy May 8-10 at
7:30 each evening
and at 2:00 p.m.
Saturday for a mati-
nee.  Tickets are
$20 for adults and
$10 for students.
Due to the large
demand for tickets
for this show, we

encourage our season ticket holders to call the TCT
office at 844-1935 to release any seats they will not use.
Don’t miss this opportunity to see an American Broadway
Classic! Enjoy yourself as the cast and crew come together
to bring the "Curtains Up" and "Light the Lights" to show you
that "You've Got Nothing to Hit but the Heights" at this
Tupelo Community Theatre Production!
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Off to See the Wizard
at TCT Theatre Camp

Lions and tigers and Elphaba?  If your children love the Wizard of Oz then “ease on down the road” to the Lyric Theatre
this summer. TCT’s Summer Theatre Camp will be examining scenes, songs, and sights from three of Broadway’s most
famous and successful musicals.  We will discuss the story of Wizard of Oz through the classic MGM musical, Wicked,
and The Wiz.  What would happen if the Wicked Witch and Glinda were friends?  Was the classic a stage musical or a
movie musical first?  What is it like to be a Winkie?  What if Dorothy were a shy schoolteacher from Harlem?

This summer students will have an opportunity to discover all this and more.
TCT is once again offering a summer Theatre Camp for school age children.
This year we are Off To See the Wizard.   Students will be able to explore theatre 
origins and uses of theatre, art, and music along with hands on activities designed
to enrich and entertain. Join us for a look at musical theatre’s many versions of 
the L. Frank Baum classic, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.

TCT’s Theatre Camp 2008 will be held the week of July 21-25. There will two
sessions a day from 8-11:30 am and from 1-4:30 pm. There will be a
performance on Friday to showcase the students’ work.

TCT is pleased to have as camp counselors this year
Suzanne Oakley, talented actress and director, for Music; and

Marianna Coffey, art/theatre instructor from Tupelo Middle School, for Art.
Returning as camp director and drama instructor is

Allana Austin, actress, director and theater teacher at THS.  
Cost for the week is $100.  

Contact the TCT office at 662-844-1935 for more information.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————

TCT Theatre Camp 
July 21-July 25, 2008

Camper’s Name ___________________________________________________

M____F_____ Grade Next Fall_______________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________ Zip Code__________________

Parent or Guardian Name____________________________________________

Day Phone___________________

T-Shirt Size (Please circle one)  Youth S(6-8)   Youth M(10-12) Youth L(14-16)    Adult  S    M    L    XL

Health related or other concerns regarding camper:
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
Deadline is June 15.  Cost is $100.  Make check payable to TCT and mail to 

TCT, P. O. Box 1094, Tupelo, MS   38802.  
For more information call the TCT office at 662-844-1935


