
Ethel Merman, Angela Lansbury,
Tyne Daly, Bernadette Peters,

Patty Lupone, Suzanne Oakley.  What
do all these actresses have in com-
mon?  They all have starred as Mama
Rose in a Broadway production of
Gypsy. Only Suzanne will perform on
Broadway at the Lyric Theatre in
Tupelo for TCT’s Gum Tree production
of Gypsy May 8-10, 2008.  And why
have so many wonderfully talented
actresses wanted to play Mama?  The
story and the music, of course! 

First the story.  The book by Arthur
Laurents is loosely based on the 1957
memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, the
famous strip tease artist. Gypsy tells
the story of Rose Hovick, the ultimate
show business mother, and her daugh-
ters June and Louise.  Mama Rose
(Suzanne Oakley) pushes her talented

daughter June (Allison Nichols as a
child and Jenny Bradford Curlee as a
young woman) to be a “star.”  Louise
(Lauren Lundy as a child and Amye
Gousset as the adult) is less gifted and
sometimes feels pushed aside by her
mother.  As the family travels across
the country trying to make a living in
the last days of vaudeville they meet
Herbie (Mickey Gousset) a candy
salesman and former agent.  Herbie is
convinced by Rose to become the
group‘s agent, as well as Mama’s love
interest.  He is also a stabilizing force
for the family. The children are growing
up and vaudeville is gasping its last
breath.  June feels held back by Mama
and Louise feels ignored.  They finally
find themselves at the bottom of the
show business ladder as they are
booked into a burlesque house by mis-

take.  There they meet three “dancers”
who sing the show stopping number
“You Got to Have a Gimmick”
Mazeppa (Amanda Summers), Electra
(Kelly Bergman), and Tessie Tura
(Pam Crippin) dole out advice to
Louise.  As the story closes Mama is
forced to make a decision that will
change their lives forever—and the
legend of Gypsy Rose Lee is born.

And then the score...how could a
production go wrong with lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim and music by Jule
Styne?  The show includes many famil-
iar songs like “Let Me Entertain You,”
“Some People,” and ”Everything’s
Coming Up Roses.”

The supporting cast includes Tim
Hester as Uncle Jocko; Fred Cannon
as Georgie; Mylie Haire as the Balloon 
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