
We first meet Cordelia...
ahem, that is, we first

meet Anne Shirley (Ellen Taylor)
at the train station. Miss Marilla
Cuthbert (Beverly Murphree)
and Mr. Matthew Cuthbert
(David Neilsen), middle-aged
siblings who live together at
Green Gables, a farm in
Avonlea, on Prince Edward
Island in Canada, decide to
adopt a boy from the orphan-
age in Nova Scotia to help
them do the work on their farm.
Through a series of events
which actually wind up being
divine providence, what they
wind up with is an 11-year-old
girl named Anne Shirley, spelled
with an “e.”  Anne is eager to
please but dissatisfied with her
name, freckles and red hair.

Anne soon wins over the
hearts of the folks of Avonlea,
as she will win over your heart
in this adaptation of Canadian
author Lucy Maud

Montgomery’s novel of the
same name. Montgomery actu-
ally drew her inspiration for the
novel from a newspaper story
about a couple who was mis-
takenly sent an orphan girl
instead of a boy, yet decided to
keep her anyway.

There is some confusion
about what to do with Anne
once she arrives at the
Cuthbert farm in Avonlea.
However, after a conversation
with fellow Avonlea resident
Mrs. Blewett (Carolyn Neilsen),
the Cuthberts decide to keep
Anne with them on a trial basis
- emphasis on the trial. With
Anne around, there seem to be
a series of blunders and mis-
cues, yet the Cuthberts and
Anne seem to overcome these
episodes and thrive as a result.

When Marilla’s best friend
and town gossip Rachel Linde
(Carol Boutot) is first introduced
to Anne, the fireworks begin. It

appears that there could be
some truth to the old adage that
red heads have fiery tempers
when Anne tells Mrs. Linde just
exactly what she thinks of her.
Anne continues her series of
mishaps when she accidentally
gets her best friend Diana Barry
(Pamela Boutot) drunk by serv-
ing her homemade currant wine
instead of raspberry cordial.
However, Anne later redeems
herself by helping to save the
life of Diana’s little sister Minnie
Mae (Ashton Blount). 

Anne also makes friends
with local Avonlea girls Jane
Andrews (Samantha Witcher),
Josie Pye (Katie Schwan),
Ruby Gillis (Stacie Jones), Tillie
Boulter (Lauren Dye), Bessie
Wright (Addison Murphree) and
Prissy Andrews (Shelly Lynn
Collins), as well as local boys
Moody MacPherson (Alex
Clark) and Charlie Sloan (Ben
Boutot). But her relationship 
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