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TCT Presents

A Funny Thing
Happened on the
Way to the Forum
September 14-16, 2006
7:30 p.m.
September 16, 2006
2:00 p.m.
ragedy Tommorow. Comedy Tonight!
The opening song of A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum says
it all. If laughter is truly the best medicine, you’ll leave this production feeling
better than you have in years.
Originally a hit on Broadway in the
1960’s starring Zero Mostel, A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum was also made into a hit movie
and then enjoyed a successful revival on
Broadway starring Nathan Lane. It was
written by Larry Gelbart (of M*A*S*H*
fame) and Burt Shevelove. Music and
lyrics were written by the renowned
Stephen Sondheim. TCT is bringing this
wildly hilarious musical farce to the Lyric
stage September 14-16.
Set in ancient Rome, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum tells
the tale of Pseudolus, a young slave in
the house of Senex, who wants to win
his freedom. In order to do so, he has to
help Hero (the son of Senex) win the
hand of Philia, a courtesan in the house
of Marcus Lycus, who has been prom-
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ised to the great Roman captain Miles
Gloriosus. You see it coming, don’t you?
Hilarity ensues as dancing courtesans,
plagues and pirates, mistaken identities,
and double entendres fly across the Lyric
stage.
We won’t give away the ending of this
wild comedic ride if you aren’t already
familiar with the show, but be prepared
for a roller coaster of laughs. The talented cast and crew of this show contains
both TCT veterans and newcomers. See
the entire cast list in the right hand column. It is directed by Lynn Nelson, who
is ably assisted by Katie Pannell. Ellen
Johnston is musical director. Keith
Gilbert and Richmond Smith are coordinating lights and sound. Marianna
Coffey is both scenic artist and stage
manager.
Mark your calendars now for
September 14-16. Call the TCT office at
662-844-1935 to reserve your tickets
before they sell out. You’ll be glad you
did. And be prepared to laugh yourselves silly!

This production of
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum is sponsored by

CAST LIST
Pseudolus - Wayne Williams
Senex - Ralph Price
Domina - Debra Ellis
Hero - Kenneth Griswold
Philia - Jauna Ellis
Hysterium - Rick Griswold
Erronius - Richard Ribble
Miles Gloriosus - Joby Collins
Marcus Lycus - John Carroll
Proteans - Fred Evans, Jimmy Grisham,
Sam Morgan
Courtesans - Morgaine Bertrand, Kristi
Blount, Elizabeth Campbell, Megan
Lewis-Eidt, Beth Stauffer, Leah Tindall

A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum does not contain
any adult language. However, it
does deal with adult situations and
contains innuendo. Please call the
TCT office for more information if you
need help deciding if it is appropriate
for younger children.

Notes from the President
e our guest, be our guest,
our command is your
request.... So goes the song from this
season’s Gum Tree musical Beauty
and the Beast. It is also the theme for
our 2006-2007 season at Tupelo
Community Theatre.
This is the 37th season at TCT,
and it promises to be one of the best.
Our season opener, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum,
is in rehearsals and is scheduled to
run September 14-16. Director Lynn
Nelson and her cast and crew are
hard at work to bring you this hilarious
musical comedy.
In addition to these two musicals,
we will be presenting The Lion, The
Witch, and the Wardrobe and Proof.
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Snow White will be presented as our
school show and I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change will be our
“bonus” show. I encourage you to buy
your season tickets and be a part of
this outstanding season.
This summer has been a busy one
at TCT. Annie, Jr. was one of the most
successful Summer Youth productions
in our history. More than 1,200
patrons attended this show. Thanks to
Suzannne Oakley and her talented
cast and crew for all of their hard
work. Theatre Camp brought the
Greek theatre to the stage of the
Lyric. Thanks to Allana Austin,
Suzanne Oakley and Debbie Pickens
for serving as directors of this year’s
camp.

We are pleased to welcome
Rosemary Jarrell to the TCT Board of
Directors. Rosemary is no stranger to
TCT, having appeared in numerous
productions, as well as being an outstanding volunteer. She replaces Gail
Boland, who resigned due to her relocation to Columbus. We thank Gail
for all her hard work in past years and
wish her the best of luck!
Stay tuned for some exciting
announcements in the next month as
TCT prepares for the
future. We know that you
will want to be a part of it!
It’s truly an exciting time at
TCT. Come, be our guest!
--Tommy Green, President

Go to NYC with TCT
Museum of Art), attend
the CBS Early Show,
and much, much more.
A deposit of $300 by
October 1, 2006 will
reserve your spot for
this incredible deal.
Monthly payments may
be made with the final
payment due by April 1,
2007. Options are also
available for those wanting double occupancy or
single occupancy in the
hotel. At least twenty
participants must enroll
in order for the trip to
“make.” Manhattan Tour
& Travel will confirm
certain details for the
trip once we know who’s coming.
See the Big Apple for the first time or, if you’ve
been before, see it in an entirely new light. Help TCT
while you’re having the time of your life. Do yourself a
favor and get on board today. Call the TCT office at
662-844-1935 for all the details.

et a great deal on a
once in a lifetime trip
to New York City and
help TCT at the same
time. Go with us to see
hit Broadway shows, tour
the city, and visit museums May 24-28, 2007.
Manhattan Tour &
Travel (the same company who arranges all of
Tupelo High School’s
trips to NYC) has put
together an unbelievable
deal for TCT patrons.
For as little as $1,568.00
per person (for quad
occupancy) you can get
the following: round trip
airfare, round trip airport
transfers, hotel accommodations for four nights at the
Sheraton Manhattan, premium tickets to two hit
Broadway shows (one group show and one of your
choice), a seminar with an actor from one of the
shows you have seen, one group dinner, tours of
Manhattan (including Times Square, and Metropolitan
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TCT Emmy Connections
upelo Community Theatre is proud of its alumni no matter where they choose to ply their
craft. We have reported in the past about several of our alumni who continue to do great
work in local, regional and world wide arenas. Two of our alumni have successfully made their
way in the world of television on the west coast. Both have been nominated for Emmy Awards
this year. Tom Brown, Vice President for Turner Classic Movies and executive producer of
“Stardust: The Bette Davis Story” and Will Stewart, casting agent for the hit show “Grey’s
Anatomy” were nominated this year. As they say in the business “it is an honor to be nominated.”
Now the envelope please! Unfortunately, the program Tom Brown was nominated for was not
the winner in its category. However, “Grey’s Anatomy” did win for Best Casting. Both these
awards were presented in a ceremony for the Creative Arts a week before the Primetime Emmy Awards.
Congratulations to Tom and Will. You made us extremely proud when you were on the Lyric stage and you continue to
do great work in the arts!
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TCT Helps Crime Stoppers
CT recently held auditions for
actors to appear in crime reenactments for our local Crime
Stoppers. Their coordinator, Cliff
Hardy was kind enough to send
us the following note:

Thanks to the assistance of
the TCT we now have a list of
volunteers to draw from to assist
us in filming our weekly segments. Auditions were held at the
Lyric on August 13 and 14, 2006
and 15 to 20 volunteers came forward to help out. We hope that
this list will continue to grow and
anyone who is interested in helping may contact Tom Booth at the
theater or Cliff Hardy at 8416581.
Capt Cliff Hardy, LE Coordinator
Crime Stoppers of Northeast Mississippi”
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“I wish to take this opportunity to
thank the Tupelo Community
Theatre for their willingness to
partner with Crime Stoppers of
Northeast Mississippi and assist
us in recruiting actors from within
our community to assist us in re-enacting past unsolved
crimes. For some time now we have been unable to film
re-enactments for our weekly segments due to a lack of
willing actors. Re-enactments are a very effective part of
the Crime Stoppers process in that oftentimes witnesses
do not realize they possess crucial information until their
memory is jogged by seeing a crime played out.

TCT welcomes the opportunity to partner with local law
enforcement and help in any way we can. Thanks to our
actors who came for auditions!

New Ticket Package Now Available!
TCT is now offering a FAMILY TICKET PACKAGE
A family ticket package includes tickets for Snow White (any show), The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (matinee only), Beauty and the Beast
(matinee only), and Schoolhouse Rock (any show). Special pricing available. Call
the TCT office at 662-844-1935 for more information.
Remember...it’s never too late to buy season tickets. You can see four shows for as
little as $35!
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Spotlight on our Patrons

From left to right are our scholarship winners announced in our last
newsletter. Melanie Pugh, Morgan
Ricks, and Amanda Bobo.

Top Ten Reasons to Become a TCT Patron
ave you ever wondered why
we ask patrons to donate
money above what a season ticket
actually costs? Our generous
patrons help us fund projects that
we would otherwise be unable to
do. We sincerely appreciate them.
Why don’t you consider becoming
a patron too? Here’s why...

Mississippi. (see article above!)
4. It helps pay those pesky utility bills of over $12,000 each
year.
3. It helps provide the opportunity for award winning TCT productions to attend MS Theatre
Association and Southeastern
Theatre Conference Festivals.
2. It helped install a new
$140,000 heating and air conditioning system.
1. Money given by patrons
above the value of their season
tickets allows TCT and its sponsors to provide a week long
educational experience for
more than 3000 students each
spring.
It is never too late to support these and many other
programs presented by TCT. Become a Star, Director,
Producer or Executive Producer today!
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Top Ten

10. It feels good to give to the arts
and our community.
9. It helps provide five scholarships
for Theatre Camp students.
8. It helps provide a teacher workshop for over 30 educators each
year.
7. It helps fund a full time executive director for the theatre.
6. It helps TCT provide six reduced cost productions for
North Mississippi students.
5. It provides three college scholarships for students from

Keep on the look out for news about the Haunted House sponsored
by the Lyric Krewe this October!
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Ode to a Diaper
ave you ever heard of a diaper
that cost $2000? Well, the Lyric
Theatre now knows one all too well.
As some of our patrons are aware, we
have had three separate problems
with the ladies restroom in the lobby
area at the theatre over the last year.
After spending several hundred dollars to try to remedy the nuisance, we
had a plumbing company place a
camera in the pipes and they found
the obstruction--what looked like a
plastic bag, 85 feet from the bath
room.
After many suggestions on how to
take care of the situation we were
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able to remove a relatively small section of pipe to reveal the culprit. A
diaper had been placed in a plastic
grocery bag and flushed down the toilet.
And now the moral of the story.
Please, and we do mean PLEASE,
never flush anything except the tissue
provided for you. Nothing! Please
help us provide the very best care
possible for you while you are attending a TCT production. And remember
if you ever need special assistance for
anything while you are visiting the
Lyric please ask for the house manager.

Air Conditioning Upgrade Complete
Now all the air will come from
six new large vents in the ceiling,
with separate vents and controls
for the balcony. No air will come
from the vents in the front walls
as before. And as some of you
remember from sitting in Sections
A and C, it could be extremely
chilly at times. We hope these
improvements will make your
time at the Lyric Theatre more
comfortable. Remember if you
chill easily, it never hurts to bring
a sweater or jacket with you. We
want you to enjoy every minute
of our productions!

s many of you know from
working with large buildings
like the Lyric, it is very difficult to
provide air and heat to 486
patrons that will make everyone
happy and comfortable.
However, it is our goal to make
your comfort while in the theatre
as close to perfect as possible.
With the help of a Mississippi
Arts Commission Building Fund
for the Arts grant and the support
from our nearly 1200 season ticket holders, TCT has completed a
$140,000 replacement of our old
HVAC systems.
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TCT PERSONNEL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TCT
200 North Broadway
P.O. Box 1094
Tupelo, MS 38802
662-844-1935
e-mail address:
1tct@bellsouth.net
Visit us online at
tct.ms

Polly Bailey
Steve Ludt
Renee Baldwin
Jess Mark
Beverly Clement
Tracie Maxey
Debra Ellis
Steve McAllily
Beth Stone Frick
Danny McKenzie
Tommy Green
Lynn Nelson
Kenneth Griswold
Rob Rice
Craig Helmuth
Suzye Sheffield
David Hutson
Tonya Smith
Rosemary Jarrell
Judd Wilson
Christina Womack
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Gene Murphey
Ruth Liveakos
Edith Thomas

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Tom Booth
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Auditions for The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
uditions for Tupelo
Community Theatre’s production of The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe will be held
Tuesday, September 19 at 6:30
p.m. and Thursday, September 21
at 6:30 p.m. Callbacks will be
held Tuesday, September 26 at
6:30 p.m. if needed.
There are roles for approximately 21 actors, both male and
female, ranging in age from 7 to
adult. Performance dates are
November 13 - 17, 2006. Actors
must also be available for
Wednesday, November 15 and
Thursday, November 16 daytime
school performances.
This new dramatization, from
Joseph Robinette, of C.S. Lewis’ classic, set in the land of
Narnia, faithfully recreates the magic and mystery of Aslan,
the great lion, his struggle with the White Witch, and the
adventures of four children who inadvertently wander from

an old wardrobe into the exciting,
never-to-be-forgotten Narnia. The
intense action features chases,
duels and escapes as the witch is
determined to keep Narnia in her
possession and to end the reign of
Aslan. All the memorable episodes
from the story are represented in
this exciting dramatization: the
temptation of Edmund by the
witch, the slaying of the evil wolf
by Peter, the witnessing of Aslan’s
resurrection by Susan and Lucy,
the crowning of the four new rulers
of Narnia, and more. The supporting characters are also here: the
unicorn, the centaur and other forest animals, along with Father
Christmas, Mr. and Mrs. Beaver
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and Tumnus the Faun.
Mark your calendars now for this family favorite. You
won’t want to miss it. For more information about auditions
or tickets, call the TCT office at 662-844-1935.
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