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h, what a beautiful Set in the Western Indian never runs smooth, with these

mornin’! Oh, what a Territory just after the turn of two headstrong romantics hold-
beautiful day! | got abeautiful the century, the high-spirited ing the reins, love' s journey is
fedin’, everything's going my rivalry between the local farm- as bumpy as a surrey ride down

ers and cowboys provides acountry road. Of course, there
the colorful background Is no doubt they will succeed in
against making a brand new life to-
which gether in a brand new state!
You will hear again some of
the best loved songs in theatre,
including the classic “Oh What
aBeautiful Mornin’,” the al-
ways fresh “ Surrey With the
Fringe on Top,” the hilarious
“I Cain't Say No,” the poign-
ant “Lonely Room.” Since
1943, audiences have thrilled

way!” Can’'t you fed the wind
sweepin’ down the plain?
We're going back to the
land where the tall corn grows
when one of the most be-
loved shows in American
musical theatre returns to the
Lyric Stage. TCT proudly
presents the 2003 Gum Tree
Production—Rodgers and
Hammerstein's Oklahoma!

It's been 60 years since
the show called “The

Great American Musical” by Cur|y, a handsome Cowboy, and to “The Farmer and the Cow-
the New York Times first took Laurey, awinsome farm girl, man,” and the sweeping grand
the stage at Manhattan’s St. play out their love story. Al- finale “ Oklahoma!”
James Thesatre in the midst of a though the road to true love Veteran TCT director Lynn
raging snowstorm. Thisfirst Nelson has assembled one of
collaboration of Richard Rod- This production of the most powerful casts to take
gers and Oscar Hammerstein 11 Oklahomal the Lyric Stage for this center-
remains in many ways their . . piece of Tupelo’s 2003 Gum
most innovative, setting the is sponsored by Tree celebration. Sheisably
standards and establishing the assisted by Assistant Director
rules for musical theatre till Craig Helmuth and Music Di-
being followed today. NORTH MISSISSIPPT rector Ellen Johnston. Chore-
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The Lyric

ﬁ Notes from the President

ow is the time of year
when TCT is building to-

ward the season’s grand finale.
| Hate Hamlet was a smashing
success and Oklahoma! rehears-
alsarein full swing. The sound
of dancing feet and fabulous
VOIces comes sweeping down
the stage in this beloved Rod-
gers and Hammerstein musical.

Areayouth aready are pre-
paring for auditions for Summer
Y outh Theatre’ s production of
Pinocchio. Directed by TCT
veterans Craig Helmuth, Karen
Sudduth, and Allana Austin,
this sparkling show is a wonder-
ful way for kids to get the thea-
tre bug!

Buzzy and Catherine Mize

will host TCT’ s Outback Steak-
house fundraiser on May 30 at
their home. 1t will feature a
bonzer Aussie tucker (trans-
lation: great gourmet meal) pre-
pared by TCT’s best friend,
David Steele and staff at Out-
back. The hallmark of aTCT
event is fabulous food, and
David has always come
through. Thanks!

The most poignant part of
any show is the day when we
strike the set after the final per-
formance. We aways miss
friends, old and new. Former
board member (74-78) Siddy
Agnew recently died herein
Tupelo. Activein our early
years, she helped guide TCT in

the course we follow today. Our
beloved Mort McMillan re-
cently died a his home in Fair-
hope, AL. Mort was an actor, a
director, and lived life to the
fullest. We will never forget his
defining role as Atticus Finch in
To Kill a Mockingbird. His
spirit will live on in the Lyric
forever.

Mark your calendars now,
for agreat weekend of fun, art,
and theatre, as Oklahoma! re-
turns to the Lyric for thisyear's
Gumtree production. You don't
want to miss it!

Seeyou at the
Lyric!

-Polly Bailey,
President
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ography is by Amye Oldham and Garyon Judon. Production Manager is David Hutson with

lighting design by Geoff Carter.

Mark your calendars now for May 8, 9, and 10 at 7:30 each evening with a matinee on May
10 at 2:00. Tickets may be reserved by calling the TCT office at 662-844-1935. You don't

want to miss this sice of American theatre pie!

Curly—Mickey Gousset

Aunt Elle—Liz Dawson
Will Parker—John Carroll
Ado Annie—Amanda Hysaw
Jud Fry—Jason West

Ali Hakim—Mark Hysaw

Andrew Carnes—Ralph Price
Ike Skidmore—Garyon Judon
Cord Elam—Jason Pannell
Sim—Rick Griswold
Fred—Andy Bumpus

L aurey—Anna-Katherine Montgomery

Gertie Cummings— Tonya Smith

Oklahoma! Cast
Chorus:
Hilary Adamec Desta Hallmark
Jan Brownlee David Hutson
Allison Carr Jenny Morrison
Chuck Carsten Amye Oldham
Alex Dent Katie Pannell
Dick Deviney Rob Rice
April Dozier Ryan Scott
B.J. Fields Kathy Thompson
Mike Garmon Denise Wells

Buffy Garrett




